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NATIONALITY IN THE SCALES OF ISLAM

ANAS MOHAMMAD SHARIF THIR
University of Nawroz, Kurdistan Region-Iraq
ABSTRACT

Nationalism in Islam is divided into two parts: the first part is the negative nationalism,
which is saturated with aggression, acts superior, and wants to erase any nation that opposes it.
This tendency is forbidden by Islam. Islam has called not to support our aggressive clan, but
rather to support the oppressed clan in order to lift the injustice it is facing. As for the second
part, it is the positive nationalism that aims for unity and mutual support in order to uphold the
truth and eliminate injustice. This is the goal of Islam in promoting societies and peoples to
virtuous morals and civilized human civilization.

Islam accepts diversity in human beings and does not differentiate between an Arab and a
non-Arab except with piety. Each people has its own characteristics, so it speaks its language
and maintains its traditions and customs. Allah has created diversity among nations and peoples
in terms of languages and colors, and has made the difference in customs and traditions towards
clothing, folklore and heritage, and all of these rights are safeguarded in Islam. However,
throughout the history of Islam, many lapses appeared, straying far from the Islamic concept of
nationalism, and appeared from time to time the aggressive nationalism among the Muslim
peoples. It seems that the Kurds, due to the deprivation of their rights, their identity being
denied by other nationalities, and the division of Kurdistan among states according to those
neighbors’ interests, carried out numerous revolutions calling for the legitimate rights of the
Kurdish nationality. Leaders of these revolutions, most of whom were religious sheikhs and
scholars, were against Turk-ifying and Persian-ization, Arabization of the Kurdish identity.

It becomes apparent from the research that the wisest solution for this age-old issue is to
embrace the tolerant laws of the religion, renounce violence and national intolerance, and
recognize the right for people to self-determination according to what Allah has given to them;
for peace to prevail among nations.

KEYWORDS: Nationality, Recisim, Rights, Language
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