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AMERICAN HISTORICAL RECORDINGS AND DISTORTING THE IMAGE OF KURDS
AND KURDISTAN (1825-1925)

SAMAN HUSSIEN AHMED
Dept. of Social Sciences, Faculty of Basic Education, University of Sulaimani, Kurdistan Region-Iraq

ABSTRACT

After the year 1822, when the first group of American missionaries visited the

regions that were under rule of Ottoman Empire, Kurds as a nation would always be among
those who drew the attention and of those scholars and travelers. These western missionaries
recorded journalistic studies, wrote papers and conducted researches, which is why most of their
recorded entries were about the Kurds who lived at the time, where the lives of Kurds and
Kurdistan, the character of Kurds were all demonstrated and analyzed.

Moreover, most of the incidents were recorded in their entries alongside recorded information
and opinion pieces, which serve as invaluable resources about the economic, social and political
history of the Kurds.

However, these recordings and sources have not yet been given considerations by modern Kurds
nor have they been any analysis or publications about them .

This research paper, therefore, is an attempt to study these historical recordings written by the
missionaries and scholars. It also evaluates the information found in these historic recordings, in
particular, the parts where there are distortion of truth and reality of the time and negatively
impacts the historic aspects and the roles and the character of Kurds as individuals, as well as
the reality of that historical period.

There are five important pillars to this research paper, which are the following: the first of
which sheds light on the arrival of the first American to Kurdistan and their recordings and
writings they produced as a result of their settlement in the region .
Whereas the second aspect of this paper is concerned with the misrepresentations of the Kurdish
culture and Kurdistan civilization which depict the Kurds as a brutes and uncultured nation, the
third pillar of this scholarly work examines, in scrutiny, the information in those recordings that
depicts Kurds as a violent, extremist and brutal nation. The fourth pillar would be to discuss the
recordings that showed Kurds as bandits of raiders and looters. The last and the fifth aspect of
this analytical paper deals with some major historical mistakes that had been recorded against
the history of Kurds as a nation.
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