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RE-WRITING THE KURDISH HISTORY IN IRAN: CONSIDERING REMINISCENCE,
FORGETFULNESS AND INNOVATION
(A GLANCE TO RASHID YASAMI'S BOOK; KURD AND KURDISTAN)

AzAD HAJI AGHAYI
Faculty of Politics, Azadi University-Tehran-Iran

ABSTRACT

By usage of history and cultural sources as well as the creation of the imaginary  nation,
nationalism is an idea that tries to the establishment of nation-state and domination of political
sovereignty. Nationalism as a modern ideology reconstructs pasts of a nation or group in the
form of heroic and emotional narratives based on historical data and seeks to exploit it for
political legitimacy. Attempting to gain political legitimacy by history forms has been part of
modern historiography, which can be seen for the first time in German historiography. This
method of historiography for political exploitation has been associated with methods of
reminiscence, forgetfulness, and invention. Reminiscing about the past of one nation, de-
remembering about the past of another group, and historical innovations from the past of
ethnicity have all been part of modern historiographical approaches and gaining political
dominance. such a trend, Considering the background of the modern nation-state in Iran, can be
followed in the process of modern Iranian historiography from the time of Reza Shah Pahlavi.
In order to build a centralized and powerful state, the Iranians needed to come up with ideas
that would take their background to a distant and legendary position. It was in this direction
that the construction of the idea of Iran required modern historiography that would impose
Persian and the Persian language on all the inhabitants of Iran's geography. Taking into account
this premise and presenting the theory of nationalism, this article tries to recreate this
ideological approach in the two works of Rashid Yasemi, the Kurdish historian in Iran.

KEY WORDS: nationalism, ldeology, Modern Historiography, Dislocative nationalism
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