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Abbrivations

:Q\J..a.z"d.\

(1) AJSL = The American Journal of Semitic Language and Literature, Chicago.
(2) CAH = The Cambridge Ancient History, Cambridge.

(3) JAOS = The Journal of American Oriental Society, New Haven.

(4) JRAS = The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, London.

(5) RA =Revued, Assyriologie, Orientale, Paris.
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GUTI RULE IN MESOPOTAMIA (2250-2130 B.C.)
A CRITICAL STUDY OF CUNEIFORM TEXTS

MOHAMMED SALIH TAIB
Dept. of History, College of Humanities, University of Duhok, Kurdistan Region-Iraq

This study aims at changing the common idea held by many researchers that Guti era was a
dark era in the history of Mesopotamia and that cultural communication stopped. Moreover,
they described Gutian as barbarians since they believed that Gutian were the reason behind
losing security and stability and the spreading of chaos in the country.

Those Arab and foreign researchers were affected by cuneiform writings on them
documented by Sumerians who described them by aggressive expressions and referred to them
as scorpions and snakes of mountains. They also accused them of stealing the Sumerian system
of ruling and taking over the monarchy of Sumer to the mountains. Furthermore, some of those
researchers viewed Gutian with the present perspective and their cultural entity made them
consider Gutian as foreign invaders who came from outside Sumer and thus Sumerians had the
right to resist them and dismiss them though Gutian were inhabitants of Mesopotamia and lived
in the region between little Zab river and Diyala river.

This study was allocated to correcting the course of historical events in accordance with
cuneiform texts analysis and the ideas held by some fair researchers. It will be clear that the
absence of security and stability and the spreading of chaos in Mesopotamia in the early Guti
era was due to the wrong policy adopted by the kings of the Akadian stats who ruled the country
before Guti era since they exploited the resources of the country to wage military campaigns
against neighbouring states(such as Ailaam, Kurdistan and Syria) and put an end to the self-
independence of Sumerian cities, destroyed their castles and attacked the temples of gods and
their property.

The study is divided into three sections. The first section deals with the attitudes of
researchers towards Guti era of Mesopotamia and the extent they were affected by cuneiform
writings. The second section tackles cuneiform writings documented by Guti era and its relation
with Gutian ruling, whereas the third section is concerned with Sumerian refreshment during
Guti era and the nature of Sumerian-Guti relations till the end of Guti era.

KEY WORDS: ancient history of Kurdistan, Gutian, criticism of cuneiform texts
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