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BETWEEN THE PLAIN AND THE MOUNTAIN, THE TRUTH ABOUT WHAT IS SEMITIC
AND NON- SEMITIC IN ANCIENT KURDISTAN:
A STUDY IN LANGUAGE AND ART

KozAD M. AHMED
Dept. of Archaeology, College of Humanities, University of Sulaimani, Kurdistan Region-Iraq

ABSTRACT

From the beginning years of Assyriology and the decipherment of cuneiform inscriptions,
many authorities, depending on the then available material, thought that some territories within
Ancient Kurdistan to have been Akkadian / Amorite, or at least, under their heavy ethnic
influence. They depended on the formation of such beliefs on onomastic and toponymic data in
addition to some divine names. In many cases toponyms have been unintentionally etymologized
in such a way that connects them to a certain ethnicity. In fact, recent researches and new
discoveries showed that many of these etymologies were incorrect. The best known example is
the name of Erbil. Nonetheless, the mistakes keep spreading and repeating itself in popular
literature by laymen. Such beliefs are not restricted to linguistics, however, they are found in
arts and archaeology too, such as the sacred tree of life which is attributed by many to the
Assyrians and consider it a pure component of the Assyrian heritage.

This article aims at the correction of some of these beliefs.

Keywords: Kurdistan, The Ayrians, Erbil, The Hurrians, Subarians, Zaziya, Arrapha.
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