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ABSTRACT

This research examines serious international crimes practiced against humanity and it also
displays international efforts invested in assuring the realization of human rights, justice for
people and the prevention of inhuman practices against civilians during wartimes. The study
aims at reviewing the most important international efforts that aims at defining the crime of
genocide and illustrating the prosecution and punishment of criminals. Until this day, the crime
of genocide remains unpunished by national laws of the countries involved. In addition, this
study pursues the effective methods needed to deal with this type of crime and how to develop
these methods internationally. Furthermore, the study will move on to analyze the effective
methods of punishment and prevention by future governments. Defining the crime of genocide
and revealing its impacts are not enough to prevent this incident to take place in the future.
Therefore, this research attempts to answer the following question: what are the international
measures taken into account to prevent this crime from happening as well as to punish whoever
responsible for it? The thesis of this research highlights the demonstration of the crime of
genocide and how it is pursued—in a large scale—by some governments. Thus, it is significant to
emphasize the necessity to punish whoever commits this crime by international laws.

KEY WORDS: Turkey, genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, condition of intent, and the
Kurds in northeastern Syria.
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