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THE ROHINGYA REFUGEE PROBLEM AND THE INTERNATIONAL
ROLE DURING IT (1991-1997)

MAHER CHASIB HATEM AL-FAHAD
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ABSTRACT

This study is concerned with the topic ( The Rohingya refugee problem and the international
role during it 1991-1997 ). During this period, approximately (250,000 - 268,000) Rohingya
refugees fled to Bangladesh, due to the Burmese policy of oppression and abuse towards this
minority, and this problem was divided into Two phases, the first began during (1991 - 1992),
and it was in the form of human waves fleeing from Arakan Burmese to Bangladesh, and the
Bangladeshi government welcomed them with welcome, but due to their increasing numbers
with the weak capabilities of Bangladesh, the problem began to appear on the horizon, and
Myanmar (Burma) suffered from it. ) And Bangladesh and the Rohingya themselves, as Burma
did not welcome them, Bangladesh suffers from their presence, and the Rohingya are the ones
who suffer, and after the Bangladeshi appeal, the United Nations moved through the High
Commissioner for Refugees and mediated between the two governments, and succeeded in
reaching an agreement (the Safety and Voluntary Return Agreement) on 28 April 1992, but it
stopped with the arrival of the first meal of refugees to their country, due to a misunderstanding
between the Myanmar government and UNHCR. After negotiations between Myanmar,
Bangladesh and the UNHCR, the safety agreement was activated again, and the second phase
began on February 1, 1993, and most of them returned during (1993-1995), and 1996 recorded a
significant slowdown in the return of refugees, who received news of the misdeeds of the
Myanmar government towards their returnees. They suffered from the scourges and crimes
committed against them, and despite the UNHCR's encouragement and forcing the Bangladeshi
refugees to return, they refused that order, preferring to stay in refugee camps in Bangladesh,
which were not appropriate, and after that, the UNHCR announced the suspension of the return
of refugees to Myanmar until March. 1997, with this, the second phase of the repatriation
process ended .
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