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THE YEZIDIS FROM SINJAR AND THE ARMENIANS. 1914-1918
A STUDY IN THE YEZIDI POSITION WITH REGARDS TO THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE.

SAEED KHUDEIDA ALO and AYAD AJAJ VIAN
Dept. of History, College of Humanities, University of Duhok Kurdistan Region-Irag

ABSTRACT

The Armenians are reputed to be one of the most distinguished ethnic groups which lived
during the rule of the Ottoman Empire.

During the nineteenth century they established political societies whose raison d' etre was to
pursue the founding of a nation-state for Armenia, backed by Western aid and support.

Their political endeavours were one of the main reasons for their genocide under the
Ottoman Empire.

During World War one, the Turks pursued their own national policy, resulting in the
displacement of the Armenians from their territories and targeted massacres against them.

There were those who succeeded in escaping theTurkish massacres and fled to Irag, most
particularly the area of Sinjar. The Yezidis from Sinjar welcomed the Armenians and aided
them in their process of resettlement, building of mud houses and finding employment.

The aid extended by the Yezidi community of Sinjar to the Armenian displaced, caused the
Turks to launch a military campaign against Sinjar, looting and destroying villages and
murdering many that wreaked havoc upon the region.

KEY WORDS: Armenian massacres, Yezidis, Sinjar
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