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ABSTRACT

The study aimed to know, understand, and analyze circumcision as a social habit and
highlight its cultural aspects. Female circumcision is usually considered social customs and not a
religious or medical treatment. Some countries resort to this method in order to preserve the

honor and modesty of women and organize their private and sexual life as well.

The social and cultural dimensions of female circumcision in the Kurdistan region and the
objectives of the study are based on the causes and effects of circumcision on girls and reading it
as a social phenomenon.

The importance of this study is due to shedding light on a very sensitive topic and dealing
with it in a scientific manner and understanding its cultural and social dimensions in the
Kurdistan region. Content analysis), and the (intentional sample) was used in this study in the
form of (snowball). As for gathering information, the researchers relied on the semi-open
interview, and the results of the study showed that one of the most important reasons for female
circumcision is the low educational level and lack of social awareness among the people, and its
fundamental effects includes lack of self-confidence, isolation, social pressures, and weakness in
social activities and relationships are among the most prominent manifestations of female
circumcision.

KEY WORDS: Female Circumcision, Rite of passage, Social Norm, Social Custom.
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