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THE HERO AND THE QUESTION OF SOCIAL IDENTITY IN ‘GULISTAN AND
NIGHT’ A NOVELLA BY HASSAN SULEVANY

AMEEN ABDULQADER OMAR and ADNAN MAHDY ABDULLAH
Dept. of Kurdish Language, college of Languages, University of Duhok, Kurdistan Region-Iraq

ABSTRACT

The current study is an attempt to examine the social identity of the protagonists in ‘Gulistan
and Night’ by Hassan Sulevany. The study has tried to determine the social identities which the
author has given to his protagonists. As the hero/heroine is one of the main elements of a novel,
there is a great deal of literature about it. This paper is an attempt to answer the following
hypothesis question: how did the author create the social identities of his heroes and heroines?

The theoretical framework of the study is based on the social theory known as social identity
theory. In this regard, the study has particularly benefited from the notions of the British
psychologists Henri Tajfel and John Turner. They argue that personal traits have a role in
determining which social groups people belong to. So, social identity theory explains the
classification of individuals into various social groups, which in turn highlights the differences
between these groups. Indeed, nature, characteristics and the role of characters have their
impact on the creation of the imaginary community of the novel.

The study is divided into two main parts; the theoretical part which looks at the concepts of
protagonist and the human progress, the author and the_hero\heroine, and the social identity
theory. The second part is devoted to investigating the social identities of the protagonists of
‘Gulistan and Night’, based on the theory of social identity. The study demonstrates that the
most obvious identity of the heroine Gulistan is anxiety, whereas Dilshad’s (hero) social identity
is his membership of an intellectual group.

KEYWORDS: protagonist, identity, social identity theory, imaginary community.
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