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GENITIVE IN KURDISH LANGUAGE

VIAN IBRAHIM ALI, SHILEER NAIF AMEEN* and MOHAMAD SALIH ABDULLA SULAIMAN**
"Dept. of Kurdish Language, College of Languages, University of Duhok, Kurdistan Region-Iraq
“Dept. of English Language, College of Languages, University of Duhok, Kurdistan Region-Iraq

ABSTRACT

The izafe’ construction in Kurdish is a very interesting phenomenon. It is an annexation
process used by Kurdish speakers to extend the structure of a noun phrase by using The
iz afa particle which is a type of linking morpheme that appears between a head noun and
a post-nominal modifier, which can be another NP, an AP, a PP or a clause, and it is found
in all Kurdish dialects. This study investigates the distribution and the status of the izafa
particle in the Kirmanci dialect of Kurdish. It is hypothesized that the lzafa particle
belongs to two different grammatical categories as it functions as both a preposition and
as a complementizer. The study follows the minimalist program of Chomsky (1995). The
rules of the x-bar theory are used to analyze the structure of Kurdish clauses and phrases,
and the clause is considered a phrase projected from the FUNCTIONAL head Tense (TP).
The results of data analysis indicte that in izafa constructions in which the modifying item
is a noun, the izafa particle has the categorical status of a preposition as the post-
modifying noun is always in the Oblique case. However, when the post-modifying element
is an AP, a PP or a clause, the Particle behaves like a complementizer introducing a full or
a reduced clause.

KEY WORDS: Izafa particle, The izafe’ construction, Genitive, Genitive Case
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