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STRUCTURE OF LEXICAL PHRASES ACCORDING TO (X-BAR) THEORY

NARMEEN ALI ISLAM and HUDA ISMAEL SALEH
Dept. of Kurdish Language, College of Basic Education, University of Zakho, Kurdistan Region-Iraq

ABSTRACT

This research is aimed to clarify and differentiate between variety types of lexical phrasesin the (x-bar)
theory and illustrates the constituents of each kind phrases that includes: Noun, Preposition, adjective and
verbs.

This research follow (GB) from (x-bar theory) that is explained by Chomsky. According to x-bar
theory the classification of phrases is not random, however it is classification is based upon main building
phrase components and their steps. So that this constituents are based on government that is pyramid
shape like classification, because not all components have the same grammatical value, the major and
minor constituent make phrases.

The results of these research shows that the head is the most important constituent and determines the
type of lexical phrases, according to its importance the head takes the specifier and complements. This
constituent build up the type of phrase includes: Noun, Preposition, adjective and verbs, even if it is be
complex, compound or basic phrase. The place of head in lexical phrase in Kurdish language is different.
The head appears in the beginning, in middle and at the end of the phrase.

KEY WORDS: lexical phrases, the head, specifiers, complement, noun, preposition, adjective and verb.

96



