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TOURISM DEVELOPMENT FOR CAVES IN THE
KURDISTAN REGION OF IRAQ

SHIRWAN OMER RASHID” BAHRI SALEM FATAH" and HIMEN NASRADEEN MUHAMMED AMEEN™
“Dep. of Geography, Humanity Science collage, Suleimany University, Kurdistan region-Iraq
**Dep. of Tourism guidance, Administration technical Institute, Erbil Technical University,
Kurdistan Region-Iraq
““Dep. of Geography, collage of Education, Garmiyan University, Kurdistan Region-Irag

ABSTRACT

Caves are distinguished by their rich nature, whether they are natural caves or of an archaeological,
historical and nature. Tourists come to it for many purposes, whether educational, exploratory,
therapeutic or recreational. Which made it a tourist destination for many tourists and the focus of the
interest of many countries to exploit it as a tourist attraction. The caves are of tourism importance, as they
annually attract approximately (250) million tourists, worldwide, with an expenditure rate of up to (2)
billion dollars annually, in addition to their contribution to providing more than 200 thousand job
opportunities. This research aims to show the role of caves in tourism development and make them a kind
of tourist attraction in the Kurdistan Region. And identify the most important problem experienced by
the lack of tourism services and how to develop them. The research concluded that the Kurdistan Region
is a region rich in beautiful and picturesque caves, which attract tourists to it. However, many of these
caves lack tourist services and have not undergone the development process, which would attract large
numbers of tourists in the future.

KEYWORDS: Cave, development, tourism,Kurdistan Region



