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During Saddam Hussein’s Regime in Iraq,
each family who named their newborn son
after the country’s ruler was

rewarded generously .

This movie is based on a true story .
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DECODING THE SOCIAL CODES OF CINEMATIC DISCOURSE OF THE KURDISH
FILM ENTITLED “CROSSING THE DUST”

SHURASHVAN ADIL AHMED  and ABDUL-WAHAB KHALID MOSA ™~
Dept. of Kurdish Language, Faculty of Humanities, University of Zakho, Kurdistan Region-Iraq
Dept. of Kurdish Language, College of Languages, University of Nawroz, Kurdistan Region-Iraq

ABSTRACT

Cinema is an effective element in society because of the important roles it plays human life. It is
considered as a popular and media means that depends on sight and hearing. Its importance is in its effect
and how it is affected by the social reality because it is like a mirror which reflects all aspects of reality, its
change and modernity.

This paper under the title “Decoding the Social Codes of Cinematic Discourse of the Kurdish Film
Entitled “Crossing the Dust”. In this film, the cinematic discourse has been analyzed via decoding the
social codes that are used in it. Each cinema speech contains many social, political and cultural aspects.
Moreover, in each film, a group of sign are used to state its purpose and meaning. This can be either
shown directly or indirectly. Therefore, these codes have to be decoded that state the purpose and
meaning.

Furthermore, Kurdish cinema expresses a number of issues, especially that are related to Kurdish
personality, conditions and the events that Kurdish people went through. For this reason, the importance
of Kurdish cinema appears by combining and the relationship between cinema film and the society on one
hand and by combining the scenes of the cinema and the influence on it on the other hand.

To carry out this paper, the film, Crossing the Dust, has been taken and analyzed semiologically
according John Fisk’s model. When we watch any film, we see a group of linguistic and non-linguistic
signs. So, in order to reach the meaning and intention of each sign, we need an analysis. Therefore, we
need to separate these signs and take them back to their intentions and then decode the codes that are
used in the film.

After stating the social codes in each scene, these social codes are decoded, their meanings are shown
and the functions they play in the film.

KEYWORDS: discourse, cinema, cinematic discourse, social codes, John Fisk.
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