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THE SEMANTICS OF THE TITLE IN MUSTAFA SADEQ AL-RAFEI'S PROSE
(RELIGIOUS AND SENTIMENTAL TITLES AS A SAMPLE)

DILSHAD ABDULWAHID MAHMOUD and ESSAM MOHAMED SULEIMAN
Dept. of Arabic Language, College of Education /Akre, University of Dohuk, Kurdistan Region-Iraq

ABSTRACT

This research aims to reveal, through a critical reading, the semantics of the title in the prose of
Mustafa Sadiq Al-Rafei as this prose constitutes a distinctive prose mark in the first half of the twentieth
century, whether on the linguistic and stylistic level, or on the artistic and aesthetic level. Al-Rafi'i was
able to produce a distinguished prose text that is highly unique from the prevailing stereotypes and
stylistics. Without entering into an artistic or aesthetic rupture with its rhetorical forms, rather, it is these
forms that establish the prose text of Al-Rafi’i. It also determines or expresses the method of his aesthetic
awareness, in relation to his relationship to various material and spiritual phenomena. These titles show
us a writer who is fascinated and very well-versed in the doctrines of prose, diversifying its purposes and
formulating it in various purposes in a wonderful, brilliant and elegant manner. Smoothness, grace, and
creativity flow in it as souls flow in the bodies. He was endowed with nature, culture, and possession of the
forelock of language and eloquence. His prose and titles abounded with thought, style, art, and the power
of expression based on the simplicity of the idea, the clarity of meaning, and the ease of expression, as well
as the sobriety of wording and the spaciousness of free imagination. His prose was replete with religious
and sentimental titles, so we shed light in this research on its semantics and showed in it the extent of the
semantic interdependence between the title and the prose text of Al-Rafi'i, as Al-Rafi'i is considered one of
the brilliant flags in the sky of Arabic literature. He supplied the Arab library with venerable publications
that resonated well with scholars, researchers and students of knowledge.

The nature of the research necessitated the presence of analysis as the most capable of deciphering the
relationship between the text and its title in the prose of Al-Rafi’i, trying to enter into the world of these
texts through the portal of the title by analyzing the latter into semantic linguistic units. In order for us to
grasp its multiple references and interwoven threads, and even to know the extent to which they relate to
text references and their reflection on their characteristics, as studying and analyzing these titles and
dialogue with them leads to opening the secrets of the texts and diving into their depths, and with these
titles we determine the affiliation of the texts and learn about their identity and privacy.

KEYWORDS: Mustafa Sadiq Al-Rafei, religious titles, sentimental titles, semantics.
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