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@\william H. Riker. The Development of
American  Federalism, Kluwer Academic
Publishers, 1987, P.9.
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species within the genus of federal political
systems. A federation is a compound policy
combining constituent units and a general
government, each possessing powers delegated
to it by the people through a constitution. -
-Ronald L. Watts, federalism, federal political
systems, and federations, institute  of
intergovernmental relations, queen's university,
Canada,1998, p.°
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“What causes argument, that it is counter-
intuitive that a single group should be able to
claim sovereignty over vast tracts of land, as the
European empires did in the 'Age of
Discovery'...”. Moore, Margaret, "Territorial
Rights and Territorial Justice”, The Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy,2020.
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91 ocke connects the creation of authority over
persons and authority over territory in this way:
“By the same Act therefore, whereby any one
unite his Person, which was before free, to any
Commonwealth; by the same he unites his
Possessions, which were before free, to it also;
and they become, both of them, Person and
Possession, subject to the Government and
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THE LEGAL STATUS OF THE CONSTITUENT UNITS OF THE FEDERAL STATE
IN THE IRAQI LEGAL SYSTEM

SHIREEN AHMED SAADULLAH
Dept. of Law, College of Law, University of Duhok, Kurdistan Region-Iraq

ABSTRACT

The federal system is an appropriate system in countries with a large area and are characterized by
different situations. It is the ideal solution to manage the affairs of government in the countries that take
it. On the practical level, the power is distributed between the federal government, and the constituent
units of the union. The transitional period led to the transformation of Irag from the framework of the
simple state to the framework of the federal state. The research revolves around consolidating the legal
status of the constituent units of the federal state, and aims to know the legal nature of these units within
the federal system in the Republic of Iraq and to know the legal bases for their organization.

Within the scope of the federal political systems, are the federal units, which are represented in Iraq by
regions, governorates are not organized into a region, and administrative units that are (the specific
divisions or geographical areas that the law gives the legal personality to take over the administration of
it’s own affairs but under the supervision of the central government). As, for the region, it is the political
unit that falls under the banner of the federal state, which has national, cultural, religious, sectarian or
geographic components that make it largely homogeneous from the rest of the components of the union,
for example, the Kurdistan Region in Irag.

The lIraqgi constitution has adopted the federal system for the regions, so the latter are considered
political units in the federal state, not administrative divisions. And the decentralized system for the
governorates that are not organized into a region, and both systems give specializations that are
determined within a constitutional legal framework.

KEY WORDS: federalism, central government, and the region, governorates that are not organized in
a region, administrative units
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