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THE BRITISH POSITION ON THE IRAQ —KUWAIT CRISIS ON 25 JUNE
1961 -10 OCTOBER 1961

ILHAM SALIH MOHAMMAD and SUAD HASSAN JAWAD
Dept. of History, College of Humanities, University of Duhok, Kurdistan Region-Iraq

ABSTRACT

This research aims to highlight Britain's position on the Irag-Kuwait crisis in June 1961, which occurred
after the 25th June 1961 conference under the chairmanship of Abdul Karim Qassem, and his demands for
Kuwait's accession to Iraq which created a political crisis between the two countries. This was widely echoed
by Western countries, particularly the United Kingdom, which had friendly relations with Kuwait.

The research focuses largely on the British position that supports the modern State of Kuwait, which has
identified the safety and security of Kuwait as one of its main tasks in the region.

Britain began to disembark its military forces on Kuwaiti territory to warn the Iraqis. However, the
admission of Kuwait to the League of Arab States on July 20 of the same year became a turning point in
British-Kuwaiti relations, with Kuwait's Amir Sheikh Abdullah Salim al-Sabah demanding the British
government to withdraw its military forces from Kuwait to be replaced by Arab forces to defend it.

KEYWORDS: (Kuwait-Iraq crisis, British position on Kuwait's independence, threat posed by Iraq)



