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RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN RESTORATION ENGLAND 1660-1688

SIPAN SAEED SHARO MAHMADA
Dept. of History, College of Basic Education, University of Duhok, Kurdistan Region-Iraq

ABSTRACT

During the Puritan Revolution the voice of the tolerationists was so strong, however, that in 1660 they
were still a small minority whose ideas had not made much progress among Anglicans or Presbyterians.
When the king returned, the masses of men might have been more inclined to support the conformity than
to maintain and extend tolerance. It is true that the Restoration did not witness a return to the burning of
heretics, but it witnessed persecution on a large scale. The main proponents of uniformity were the Angli-
can Monarchists rather than the Presbyterians, and paradoxically the Presbyterians found themselves
outside the official Church, as the largest group of persecuted Dissenters, and Anglicans attempt to justify
the suppression of dissidents, of whom the Presbyterians became a part. Arguably, this was the last period
in English history when ecclesiastical and civil authorities systematically sought to secure religious uni-
formity by coercive means. Religious hatred still seems to be an influential force in Europe, and England,
by virtue of the historical context, was no exception in the Restoration period to the tendency of strict reli-
gious uniformity that had pervaded Europe since the period of religious reform.

KEYWORDS: persecution, Anglicans, Dissenters, Clarendon Code, Religious Unity, Establishment
Church, Restoration
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