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WOMEN IN MODERN PROGRESSIVE ARAB THOUGHT
A study of the subject of women in the thought of Qasim Amin

MAJED HAMEED AL-ASADY* and ABBAS MUHAMMED JAMIL**
*College of Education for Human Sciences, University of Wasit-Iraq
** General Directorate of Nineveh Education-Iraq
ABSTRACT

The issue of women and their rights still constitutes a wide controversy in the Arab world,
and raises heated debate between official and unofficial governmental institutions in the Arab
countries. The first book about women at the beginning of the twentieth century.

The my book of the reformer, Qassim Amin, “The New Woman” and " Women's liberation™
issued in 1899,1900 constituted an early and advanced proposal, and even sparked a lengthy
discussion and great controversy, because it dealt with a sensitive topic at that time, which
preceded the constitutions in the Arab countries, and Amin’s book continued to represent the
forefront in the intellectual discourse of the issue of women Arabic and its legitimate rights in
Islamic law and man-made laws at the time. Hence the importance of the research marked
""Women in Progressive Arab Thought™ in the thought of Qasim Amin as an example, as an
attempt to root the intellectual and historical discourse on the issue of Arab women in our
modern and contemporary world.

Thus, Amin’s early presentation of Arab women and their rights was of great importance in
the circle of intellectual and scientific discussion of Arab women’s issues among the innovators
and progressives. Some articles scattered here and there, but the Arab woman had an important
role in the social and cultural fields, as they had a great deal in the field of Arabic literature
during the second half of the nineteenth century (1) .The scientific research included an
introduction, three topics, and a conclusion, and the research included a basic subject unit,
which is the status of women in the thought of Qasim Amin. And the third: Qassem Amin's
national responses and positions towards the situation of Arab women, and finally, the
conclusion of the research, and recommendations.

KEY WORD: women:« thought <progressive « innovator.
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