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WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN NEGOTIATIONS: OBSTACLES AND SOLUTIONS

JEHAN AHMED ABDULLAH and SADIQ SEDEEQ HAMID
Dept. Of Peace Studies and Human Rights, University Of Duhok- Kurdistan Region-Iraq

ABSTRACT

Negotiation is considered one of the most important peaceful ways to resolve conflicts and is
one of the most sought-after methods by parties in order to avoid wars and armed conflicts. Due
to the importance of this method, it is necessary to enrich and focus on it to enable it to leave
positive effects in the conflicts utilized by the parties. Given the role of women in contemporary
societies, where efforts are being made to give women a greater role in various aspects of life, it is
also important to focus on their role in peace and conflict resolution. Studies have shown that
negotiations with women's participation are more successful, which depends on the number and
capabilities of the participating women and whether the opinions, demands, and ideas of the
participating women in the negotiation process align with the opinions and demands of women in
the society they represent or if they only represent the opinions of certain groups or identities
within the society. Therefore, it is necessary to say that the woman participating in negotiations
should be a voice for all women in the society, not just the parties participating in the negotiations,
in order to be able to raise issues that are not usually raised by men participating in negotiations,
who usually represent the conflicting parties, and to reach settlements for those issues. If women
can perform this role, undoubtedly the resulting peace from these negotiations will be more
positive and sustainable because the peace achieved will be more comprehensive and include most
segments of society.

Women's participation in negotiations is not always welcomed by the parties to the conflict,
and in many cases, it is opposed by these parties who see that women's participation will lead
negotiations off track and delay reaching settlements by the conflicting parties because, in their
view, men are more capable of performing this task. However, through this research, we have
proven the inaccuracy of this claim through many examples and evidence, and that women's
participation in the negotiation process makes them more successful.

KEYWORD: Negotiation, Peace Negotiations, Peace Making, Decision Making , Women’s,
Participation, Formal Negotiations, In Formal Negotiations
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