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THE FEMALE LABOR FORCE IN IRAQ AND ITS ROLE IN DEVELOPMENT
BUSHRA RAMADHAN YASEEN

EMAN KARIM ABBAS
College of Education for Human Sciences, University of Basra-IRAQ

ABSTRACT:

The study included four axes, as the first axis showed the importance of women’s
participation in work, while the second axis discussed the rate of economic activity and
unemployment by gender in Iraqg for separate years extending from 2014 to 2021, and the third
axis showed the rates of Iraqi women’s participation in the labor force, and their participation
rates by occupations While the fourth axis discussed women's participation in work according to
the environment and work sectors.

The number of females reached (10,760,476) people in the age group (15-64) years, or 50% of
the total population of this age group in Iraq, according to 2018 estimates. The female-to-male
participation ratio in the labor force decreased from 21.5% for the year 2017 to 17.1% for the
year 2020, which indicates that Iraq still faces structural barriers that constitute an obstacle to
achieving equality between men and women, and women still face challenges. There is a great
deal of economic participation as a result of societal and economic constraints that prevent some
of them from obtaining their independence and enjoying their rights.

KEYWORD: working women, unemployment, economically active, women’s employment
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