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THE SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT OF MARITAL RELATIONS
HUSTON'S MODEL OF MARRIAGE AS A FRAMEWORK FOR MARRIAGE
LITERATURE IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

AICHE SABAH* and SMAR SHALAF RASHID AL SHUJAIRI**
* University of Hassiba Ben Bouali Chlef, Algeria
**College of Education for Human Sciences, University of Anbar-Iraq
ABSTRACT:

Marriage is the broadest and most intimate of all human interactions. A stable and fulfilling
marriage can provide an important source of emotional and effective support, and is associated
with increased economic well-being, mental health, and physical health. In the twenty-first
century, concern about the future of marriage has become evident, which has become rooted in
demographic and economic changes that often reflect the increasing openness to postponing
marriage and the increase in the phenomenon of divorce and other manifestations of marital
instability .While scholars have acknowledged the complexity of marital relationships for decades,
placing marriage in the context of other relationships and environments and systematically
examining the connections between them is a relatively new contribution. Huston (2000)'s three-
level social-ecological model of marriage is considered the most comprehensive in the twenty-first
century because it integrates principles from several behavioral, social, psychological, and
contextual theories applied to marriage to arrive at an integrated and interdisciplinary theoretical
model. Therefore, we will discuss this model in some detail in this article.

KEYWORDS: Heston model, marriage, the twenty-first century
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