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THE ROLE OF SMART PHONE APPLICATIONS IN SPREADING RELIGIOUS
AWARENESS ISSUES AMONG YOUNG PEOPLE IN SULAIMANIA GOVERNORATE

REBAR GORAN MUSTAFA
Dept. of Media Technic, College of Administrative Technical Administration,
University of Polytechnic, Sulaimania, Kurdistan Region-Iraq

*ABSTRACT

This research attempts to reach and reveal the roles played by smart phone applications in the
field of spreading religious awareness issues among young people in Sulaimania Governorate by knowing
the extent of use of smart phone applications and relying on the research sample as a source of
information and news about religious issues and knowing the nature of the respondents’ dealings with
published news and information. About religious issues on smartphone applications. In terms of
methodology, this research falls within the framework of quantitative descriptive studies that rely on the
field survey approach on a stratified random sample of young people in Sulaimania Governorate,
numbering (150) individuals, by using a questionnaire form in order to reach accurate scientific results
related to the research questions and objectives. In this research, the researcher reached a set of
conclusions, the most important of which is that a high percentage of the research sample uses smart
phone applications in order to follow information and live events. Users depend on Facebook and spend
less than an hour a day obtaining news and information about religious issues. The respondents also verify
the accuracy of the news and information published about religious issues on smart phone applications,
and then publish and send it to their friends. A large percentage of young people in Sulaimania
Governorate depend on the information published about religious issues in these applications, and they
believe that their information about religious issues increases because of it. While others believe that some
of the information published on smart phone applications negatively affects confidence in religious
awareness, because this published information has no credibility and does not help raise the level of
confidence in the religious issues published in it. The researcher recommends that the religious elite
should pay attention to the interpretation of the Holy Qur’an and the noble Prophetic hadiths, by
disseminating their ideas and opinions on religious issues through smart phone applications. The relevant
institutions should exploit smart phone applications as one of the effective means of spreading religious
awareness among young people. The researcher suggests that young people take advantage of smart
phone applications in order to raise their level of religious awareness. It is suggested to media researchers
to delve more deeply into the role and impact of smart phone applications on religious issues, and to
prepare scientific research and studies that address various psychological, social, and economic aspects of
the subject.

KEY WORD: Smart Phone Applications, Religious Awareness, Youth.
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