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ABSTRACT

This study aims to explore how the denial of the Kurdish question operates in the Iraqi Kurds’ and
Arabs’ personal experience narratives. To put it simply, this study explores the forms and functions of this
denial in the personal experience narratives told by the Iragi Kurds and Arabs within the framework of
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). Using open-ended interviews, forty personal experience narratives (20
by Kurds and 20 by Arabs) were elicited as the data sample for this study. This study follows a qualitative
paradigm in analyzing the data sample. In view of that, van Dijk’s (1992) model of denial has been used.
The model consists of eight forms and four functions of denial. The application of van Dijk’s model to the
selected data has yielded some conclusions: The study’s participants (Kurds and Arabs) have used different
forms of denial in their personal experience narratives namely; disclaimers, transfer, mitigations,
justification, excused, provocation (blaming the victim), and reversal. By using these forms of denial, Iraqi
Arab speakers could present themselves positively and save their self-image at the same time. Conversely,
Kurdish speakers sometimes used denial strategies as a “counter-attack” device to blame the other group
(Iragi Arabs) for denying their rights of having their own state. This study has also explored three functions
of denial namely; individual, social, and cultural. The participants of both groups (Kurds and Arabs) rely
on their individual, cultural, and social backgrounds to refer to their ideologies using denial strategies.

KEYWORDS: Critical discourse analysis, the Kurdish question, forms and functions of denial, racism.

1. INTRODUCTION 1.3 Questions of the Study

uring the past decades, the denial of the
Kurdish question has always been the
foundational strategy of the state narratives in
Irag and the most urgent agenda concern for it.
However, very little is known about how this
denial operates in the personal experience
narratives told by the Iragi Kurds and Arabs on
the Kurdish question. This paper deals with the
forms and functions of denial in the personal
experience narratives of both Kurds and Arabs in
Irag. This paper sheds light on how language is
constructed as a mean of presenting one’s self-
image positively by using denial strategies.
1.2 Aims of the study
This study aims to investigate how the denial
of the Kurdish question operates in the Iraqi
Kurds and Arabs’ personal experience narratives.
The current study also aims to explore how the
participants rely on the forms of denial to express
discriminatory ~ views  whilst  presenting
themselves positively or saving face. Moreover, it
aims to examine the functions of the denial
strategies used in the participants’ personal
experience narratives.

To fulfil the current study’s aims, this study
tries to answer the following questions:
1. How are the participants able to express
discriminatory  views  whilst  presenting
themselves positively or saving face through a
range of discursive denial strategies?
2. What are the functions of the denial strategies
used in the participants’ personal experience
narratives?
1.4 Significance of the Study

This study is important for discourse analysts,
language instructors, and students and those who
are interested in the study of denial, CDA, forms
and functions of denial, power relations,
ideological constructions, or personal experience
narratives because it sheds light on a significant
social issue using CDA, specifically van Dijk’s
model of denial strategies. This paper will
hopefully contribute to the development of the
topic and its investigation within CDA as it
provides insights into the ways in which denial is
used in personal experience narratives and how it
can be viewed as a source of power and an
underpinning of ideological  construction
and distribution.

1367



Journal of University of Duhok.,Vol.26, No.2(Humanities and Social Sciences),P 1367-1392, 2023

2. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND
2.1 Text and Discourse

There long has been a debate about the
definition of text and discourse or what
constitutes each one of them. Regarding the
concept of ‘text’, Halliday and Hassan (1976, p.
1) referred to it as any spoken or written piece that
acts as a cohesive unit, regardless of its length. A
text can therefore be spoken or written. For them,
a text is a piece of language in use. Its definition
is not determined by its length and is not a
grammatical unit like a sentence or clause.
Rather, a text is seen as a “semantic unit”, a unit
of meaning (Halliday & Hassan,1976, pp. 1-2).
So the structure of this semantic unit is
determined by the context. In this regard, the
authors defined text as any functional piece of
language that functions as a whole in a given
situation or context (pp. 293-294). By
emphasizing on the role of context, Chouliaraki
and Fairclough (1999, p. 46) pointed out that a
text is anything that can be moved from one
context to another, such as a letter, a book, an
email, or another piece of art, with the intention
of being used in other contexts. Consequently, it
is frequently hard to fully understand a text
without taking into account the context in which
it is employed. Similarly, Richards et al. (1985, p.
292) argued that a text can be viewed from the
perspective of either its form or/and function,
such as notifying, providing instruction,
performing an activity, so on. In order to be
classified as a text, a text must meet a number of
requirements that set it apart from other linguistic
units. That is, a text is viewed as an instance of
communication that follows seven characteristics
of textuality: cohesion, coherence, intentionality,
acceptability, informativity, situationality, and
intertextuality (de Beaugrande & Dressler, 1981,
p. 3). Hence, textuality particularly refers to the
characteristics that identify a group of sentences
as a text (Tehrani & Yeganeh, 1999).

Cohesion is defined as the interconnectedness
of the “surface text’s” elements, such as the words
(de Beaugrande & Dressler, 1981, p. 3). In other
words, cohesion refers to the syntactic
constructions of the text. On the contrary,
Cohesion, according to Halliday and Hasan
(1976, p. 10), is a semantic notion that relates to
the relationships between meanings in a text.
Coherence refers to the arrangement of ideas and
connections that underlies the text’s surface (de
Beaugrande & Dressler, 1981, p. 4).
Intentionality discusses the purpose of the text’s
author/ speaker. Acceptability is when a text is
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accepted by its target readers/ listeners (de
Beaugrande & Dressler, 1981). In other words,
intentionality and acceptability serve as a
representation of the writer’s and reader’s
attitudes towards the texts. Informativity relates
to the level of expectation and understanding
about the existence of a text (de Beaugrande &
Dressler, 1981). Situationality emphasizes the
connection between the text and the context in
which it is set (de Beaugrande & Dressler, 1981).
Alternatively said, it takes into account the
context in which the text is constructed and
conveyed in return. Intertextuality focuses on
how a text depends on another for the text to be
completely understood (de Beaugrande &
Dressler, 1981). However, a text will be regarded
as non-text if any one of the aforementioned
characteristics is not met.

The aforementioned definitions of the term
‘text” make it challenging to determine when to
employ the terms ‘text’ and ‘discourse’. Some
writers agree on the similarity the words ‘text’
and ‘discourse’ hold, while some other writers
view them as two distinct terms. Tannen (1983, p.
79) used the term ‘discourse’ to refer to
everything larger than the sentence that makes up
a ‘text’. The two terms are also used
interchangeably by de Beaugrande and Dressler
(1981, p. 7) when they claimed that the primary
focus of linguistic research should be on either the
‘text’ or ‘discourse.’

Different definitions of discourse have also
been offered, each with a distinct meaning. This
implies that as individuals engage in various
spheres of social life, the overall meaning of the
word ‘discourse’ changes in accordance with
many surrounding contexts and their own belief
systems (Wodak, 2009, p. 6). Discourse merely
refers to the language being used (Brown & Yule,
1983, p. 1). Thus, this language may be
recognized by the circumstances surrounding its
usage, including who is speaking it and how. Due
to the fact that language connects our social and
individual lives, it cannot ever remain “neutral”
(Henry & Tator, 2002, p. 25). Some authors
tackled the notion of discourse to include both
written and spoken forms but some others and
among them Stubbs (1983, p. 1) who contended
that discourse is a linguistic construct of the
language that is greater than a sentence, like
spoken interactions or written texts. That is, both
written and spoken texts frequently employ
discourse (Wodak, 2009, p. 6) and discussing
discourse is not just limited to written forms
because visual representations are also part of
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written and spoken language (Wodak, 2009, p. 6).
Discourse, according to van Dijk (1990, p. 164),
is a particular type of social contact that can be
seen as a full-fledged communication event
taking place in a social context. To sum up,
discourse or text can be described as any piece of
language in use. Both of them can be spoken or
written, and can be of any length. The definitions
of discourse and text that were previously
demonstrated highlight the organization or the
suprasentential nature of both discourse and text
as well as the communicative role of language.
Therefore, text and discourse do not occur by
themselves, but they are created and accepted
within the context of a larger sociocultural
discourse. Social concepts like “gender, ethnicity,
cultural diversity, ideology, and identity” are
constructed and reconstructed in texts and
examined using critical discourse analysis
(Paltridge, 2012, p. 186).

2.2 Critical Discourse Analysis

In recent years, critical discourse analysis has
gained prominence as a critical approach to
discourse analysis (DA) with a characteristic that
is critical in nature. Critical discourse analysis
(henceforth: CDA) is a type of discourse analysis
that focuses on how discourse in the social and
political context acts out, perpetuates, and
opposes social power abuse, domination, and
inequality (van Dijk, 2001, p. 352). Critical
discourse analysis examines the connection
between language and the power that is found in
social and political hierarchies, where an
individual in a high political or social position
uses discourse to influence others,
their surroundings, and their beliefs (Baker &
Ellege, 2011).

Critical discourse analysis, as one of the DA’s
approaches, has different goals. According to
Flowerdew (2008, p. 195), the primary goal of
CDA is to expose underlying assumptions and
refute those who assert authority over others and
to study specific discursive contexts where
dominance and inequality are prominent because
it is primarily concerned with power relations
(Sauntson, 2020, p. 2000). In critical discourse
analysis, language only becomes powerful when
it is used by individuals with influence (Wodak,
2002, p. 10). In line with this, Wodak (1997, p.
173), argued that CDA investigates the hidden
and visible structural linkages of dominance,
discrimination, power, and control represented in
any language. She added that critical discourse
analysis is typically used to study actual and
frequently prolonged instances of social

interaction that take on some linguistic form. The
critical method is unigue in how it views the
connections between analysis and the activities
investigated, as well as the relationships between
language and society (Wodak, 1997, p. 173).

When employing critical discourse analysis, a
variety of linguistic analysis techniques are
employed, and there are several formal linguistic
aspects that may be concentrated on, including:
lexical items, metaphors, evaluative language,
intertextual references, grammatical and syntactic
structures, etc. (Sauntson, 2020, p. 2000). Van
Dijk (1992) provided a long list of discursive
features that might be investigated using critical
discourse analysis. The list covers local semantic
moves such as disclaimers and other denials,
which are believed to be investigated using
critical discourse analysis (van Dijk, 2001). In
other words, denial strategies are linguistic
features that can be analyzed using critical
discourse analysis. These denial strategies that are
developed by van Dijk will be used in the current
study to conduct the critical discourse analysis of
the Kurdish question.
2.3 Power and ldeology

Power and ideology are two of the
fundamental principles of CDA that relate to
society. Power is present in interpersonal
interactions, intertwined with knowledge, and
ingrained in social relationships (Foucault, 1972,
pp. 1-2). In CDA, power has the meaning of
‘control’ in which it refers to the capacity to force
someone’s will on others (Paltridge, 2012, p.
244). In other words, power is the uneven
distribution and use of this capacity to impact and
control others through language (Paltridge, 2012,
p. 244). That is, the continuous connection
between language and other social issues assures
that language is intertwined with social power in
a variety of ways, including the indexing of
power, the expression of power, and its
involvement in situations when power is being
contested or challenged (Wodak, 2001, p. 11).
The authors added that language does not have
power on its own; rather, it acquires power
through the usage of powerful individuals. So,
power does not come from language, but
language may be used to oppose power.
Fairclough (1992, p.46) asserted that there are
two different types of power in language; power
in discourse and power behind discourse.
Accordingly, power in discourse refers to the
exercise of authority based on “lexical choices,
and syntactic structures like imperative and
directive speech acts” (p. 46). Power behind
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discourse implies that social orders is created and
maintained as a subtle consequence of power.
Conversely, Weber (1982, p.28 as cited in Baker
& Ellege, 2011) described power as having the
meaning of ‘resistance’ by defining it as the
possibility that one performer in a social
connection will be able to fulfill his/her own will
in the face of opposition, despite the facts on
which that possibility depends. This definition
showed how resistance arises when someone tries
to influence or alter the thoughts and beliefs of
other people in their or other social group.
Moreover, Wodak (2001, p. 9) described power
as having the meaning of ‘domination” when he
claimed that CDA researchers are concerned with
the way discourse construct and reconstruct
“social domination”, that is to say the abuse of
power by one group over others and the ability of
dominated groups to fight such an abuse
discursively. Van Dijk (1995, p. 21) pointed out
that controlling discourse is the first primary
forms of power, and mind control is the other
primary means of reproducing dominance.
Hegemony is a different way that power can be
used to dominate. Hegemony works through
persuasion and implicit beliefs that justify the use
of power. Gramsci (1971, pp. 506-507) stated that
hegemony takes place when a group’s dominance
is justified by its incorporation into the rules,
laws, and practices of other groups. This kind of
power could be manifested as sexism and racism.

The notion of ideology is directly related to the
issues of power and dominance because these
notions are usually intertwined in critical
discourse analysis studies (Muhammed & Flaifel,
2015, p. 4). Ideology is viewed by Wodak (2001,
p. 10) as a crucial component of upholding and
establishing uneven power relations in CDA.
Many academics have defined ideology in
various ways. ldeology is defined as the
collection of opinions, beliefs, and objectives that
a person or a group of people hold (Baker &
Ellege, 2011, p. 57). Ideology therefore serves as
the foundation for how people and social
groupings perceive their surroundings and how
they are governed and constrained by them.
Ideology is also defined by Rahimi & Sahragard
(2007, p. 13) as a complicated and puzzling
phenomenon. The authors claimed that there are
two possible views on it. First, ideology,
according to a traditional critical theory approach,
is the term used to describe the belief systems that
are imposed on a population by powerful social
and political figures in order to create a society
with uneven power dynamics. Second, strong
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systems and organizations have the ability to
create and mold ideologies because of their
influence over cognition. To put it briefly, van
Dijk (1998, p. 8) asserted that ideologies are the
foundation of the social representations that
group members share. Therefore, ideologies can
affect how something is perceived and decided to
be true or false. Additionally, he believed that
ideologies create connections between society
and discourse, and that discourse is vital
for the reproduction of ideologies of various
groups like racism.
2.4 Racism

Racism is frequently used interchangeably
with discrimination (including differences in
treatment or a lack of equality), prejudice
(including partial sentiments or impact), bigotry
(including fanaticism or aversion), and
stereotyping (including partial ideas and
convictions, false generalization) (Salter et al.,
2018, p. 150). This method indirectly
conceptualizes racism as a collection of
fundamental “social-psychological processes”
that underlie people’s psychologies (Salter et al.,
2018, p. 150). Muhammed and Flaifel (2015, p.
4) defined racism, from an ideology standpoint,
as an untrue belief system that asserts the notion
that people can be disliked based on their racial or
ethnic background, skin color, or religious views.
Along the lines of ideological perspectives, van
Dijk (2008, p. 103) described racism as a
sophisticated social structure that involves racial
or ethnic dominance and equality as a byproduct.
Accordingly, a social subsystem and a cognitive
subsystem make up a racism system. On the one
hand, the social subsystem is made up of
relationships  between dominating groups,
organizations, and institutions that abuse their
authority at the global level (macro level of
analysis) and discriminatory social practices that
occur at the local level (micro level of analysis)
(van Dijk, 2008, p. 103). The cognitive
subsystem, on the other hand, deals with social
practices since they too have a conceptual
foundation made up of biased paradigms of ethnic
occurrences and interactions, which are
themselves grounded in racial preconceptions and
ideologies (van Dijk, 2008, p. 103). The author
added that prejudices and ideas of an ethnic
nature are not inherent and do not emerge
naturally from interethnic interactions. In other
words, they are obtained and learned, and this
typically occurs through text and spoken
interaction. He also pointed out that since such
racist mental images are frequently articulated,
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justified, and legitimized in discourse, they can be
repeated and disseminated among members of the
dominant group. Cognitively speaking, Malki
(2021, p. 93) claimed that racism includes not
only the set of convictions that a person or ethnic
group uses as justifications for their
discriminatory actions against others but also the
mental frameworks that separate “the self” and
“the other.”

A key factor in the perpetuation of modern
racism is discourse, and one of its features is
denial (van Dijk, 2008). Denial of racism was one
of the topics that van Dijk (2008, 1992) was
interested in investigating the discourse of
ethnic groups.

2.5 Van Dijk’s Model of Denial Strategies

Van Dijk’s framework, which employs a
discourse analytical approach, is a part of a
complex socio-cognitive and socio-political
framework. Van Dijk’s framework of the denial
of racism is tackled within a larger research
framework for investigating certain problems like
prejudice and discrimination in white people’s
discourse about minorities. This model of denial
strategies (1992) focused on how racism is
reproduced through discourse. Denial is related to
the belief of racism, which starts with a denial of
racism and ends with an appeal to that impression.

Although racism and discrimination are
prohibited by law in most of the European
countries, van Dijk thought that denial still exists
in the discourse about ethnic issues (van Dijk,
2008). The overarching concept behind this
model is that racial and ethnic prejudices are
frequently obtained and shared through daily
interactions and institutional official writing and
speech. This kind of discourse helps to legitimize,
express, disseminate, hide, or deny such anti-
ethnic beliefs and attitudes (van Dijk, 2008). van
Dijk (1992) proposed some discursive strategies
for investigating denial forms and their cognitive
and social functions. Discursive denials,
according to van Dijk, are crucial for maintaining
positive in-group presentation in a situation
where overt racism is viewed as socially
undesirable. Such denial strategies are employed
with the understanding that it is socially
inappropriate to publicly proclaim racist ideas,
and the same is true for the denials of the Kurdish
question. van Dijk (1992, p.92) identified four
different types of self-denial. Simply, denial in
any of these types allows the speaker to portray
the “other” in a negative way without negatively
impacting one’s own image. The following figure
(1) shows the denial types with examples.

Fig. (1):- The types of denial that are proposed by van Dijk (1992)

There are various forms of denial; each occurs
in a context differently and has its own emotional,
cognitive, social, cultural, and political purposes
(van Dijk, 1992). Accordingly, van Dijk (1992)
proposed some forms (or strategies) of denials of

racism which are shown in figure (2): (1)
Disclaimers; (2) Transfer; (3) Defence; (4)
Mitigations; (5) Justification; (6) Excused; (7)
Provocation (blaming the victim); (8) Reversal.
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Fig.e (2): The Forms of Denial that are proposed by van Dijk (1992)

The first strategy is ‘“disclaimers” which
generally entails that the speakers who deny being
racist are usually implying that they follow the
general group norm against racism, and such
disclaimers indicate that no one in the group is
racist (van Dijk, 1992). They are usually
distinguished by an explicit contradiction among
the arguer’s claims, which are linked by
conjunctional clauses (usually preceded by
“but”). Disclaimers generally offer a positive-self
presentation in one of the clauses in order to
lessen the impact of the following negative clause
(Fritz, 2019). In other words, a speaker usually
employs disclaimers to save face before
following up with a negative statement mostly
introduced by the conjunction “but.” According
to Blakemore (2002, p. 103) the marker “but” can
imply the meaning of contradiction and the denial
of an assumption.

The second strategy is “transfer” in which the
speaker employs language in such a way that the
sentiments stated are transferred to the “other”
rather than to “himself/herself.” For instance, “I
have nothing against them, but you know my
customers don’t like to deal with black
personnel....” (van Dijk, 1992, p. 91). This type of
denial uses a third party to justify their ideas,
behaviors, attitudes, or actions (Fritz, 2019).

The third denial strategy is “defence.” van
Dijk (1992, p.91) stated that denials are part of
this strategy, which assumes allegations, whether
explicit or implicit, such as, “I did not intend it
that way....” That is, this strategy indicates that it
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was unintended for something to be perceived
because the speaker is denying any kind of
negative action or attitude.

The fourth strategy is “mitigations.” Van Dijk
(1992, p.92) categorized this strategy into three
classes, such as “minimizing, downtoning, and
euphemisms” in order to describe the speaker’s
negative attitudes and actions. For example, “I did
not threaten him, but gave him friendly advice,”
(van Dijk, 1992, p.92). Furthermore, if the
speaker of racism violates the social norm, he/she
will use the mitigation types to characterize
his/her bad action or attitude (Fritz, 2019).

The fifth strategy is “justification.” van Dijk
(1992) stated that the speaker of racism usually
justifies their actions, attitudes, or opinions by
speaking truthfully about what has already
happened. As he argued, the speaker who uses
justification is not denying his/her act, but rather
he/she explicitly justifies it as a positive act, not a
negative one. This strategy is mainly found in the
press, newspapers, and television because they
sometimes focus on crimes perpetrated by
immigrants or anybody belonging to the out-
group, rather than in-group crimes (Fritz, 2019).

The sixth strategy is “excused.” Cody and
McLaughlin (1988) believed that negative acts
and behaviors can be admitted and yet be excused
at the same time. Hence, van Dijk (1992)
continued saying that sometimes the speakers are
excused because they blame either the
circumstances or other people.
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The seventh strategy is “provocation or
blaming the victim.” Van Dijk (1992) noted that
this strategy is used by the government or some
political institutions to argue that a discriminated
group’s tendency for crime and lack of
opportunity happens because they are unable to
comply with the country’s regulations. According
to Sauntson (2020), the speaker who uses this
strategy usually asserts that the subject of his/her
prejudice has done something to cause or provoke
the negative attitude.

The eighth strategy is called “reversal.” This
is the most extreme kind of denial and it is
considered a “counter attack strategy” (van Dijk,
1992, p.94), for example, “we are not the racists,
they are the real racists” (van Dijk,1992, p.94).
Likewise, Fritz (2019) considered this strategy as
the strongest since the in-group is often attacked
for being unjustly labeled as extremists and the
responsibility for racism is flipped.

Moreover, positive self-presentation is
fundamental to denying our bad side and their
good side, and it demonstrates a tendency to
denigrate the other while praising and glorifying
one’s own history, heritage, and past (van Dijk,
2002). He added that positive self-presentation
and face-keeping are not just for people, but also
for institutions and organizations, and public
discourse. In conversation, people act and speak
in a way that their listeners construct a positive
impression and avoid a negative impression of
them (Arkin, 1981). Negative other-presentation
is implied that when presenting oneself
positively, out-groups are portrayed negatively
(van Dijk, 1992). The author added that people
always avoid a negative impression in any
circumstance, but they are probably more
concerned with avoiding a general negative
judgment about their personality than with
avoiding a negative judgment about a specific
action or attitude in a specific situation. Both
positive self-presentation and negative other-
presentation imply group membership.

Denials do not only take various forms but
also serve a variety of functions. Denials serve as
a discursive and interactive function in individual
interpersonal communication (van Dijk, 1991).
Denials have the function of preventing the
reader/ listener from any negative or bad
inferences about the attitudes of the
writer/speaker (van Dijk, 1992). In other words,
the writer/speaker uses denials to avoid a bad
impression whenever they talk/write about
minorities. Denials also serve a social function in
that they are intended to preserve the in-group’s

overall face (van Dijk, 1991). The author claimed
that denials demonstrate unity and in-group
affiliations, and they stand up for “us” when “us”
are being attacked by “them”. In addition to
drawing social lines and reinforcing social and
ethnic identities, they also give their own group
the image of being morally better (van Dijk,
1991). Nevertheless, denials have a socio-
political purpose (van Dijk, 1991). Denials
undermine the legitimacy of anti-racist
investigations and are therefore a component of
the politics of ethnic management since they
weaken resistance (van Dijk, 1991). Moreover,
denials have a cultural function especially when
the norms and values of western countries are
contrasted with those of other cultures
(van Dijk, 1992).

Thus far, van Dijk has mainly concentrated on
the denial of racism, but the forms and functions
can be applied to denials of the Kurdish question
as well. Also, the model is thought to be
appropriate to analyze the data of the current
study as most of its denial strategies are the
characteristics of everyday conversation. Another
rationale for using van Dijk’s model, according to
Sauntson (2020), is that it offers a detailed
classification system for investigating denials,
which van Dijk claims are crucial rhetorical
devices in circulating the ideologies of
discrimination. Also, the researcher believes that
van Dijk’s model of denial strategies is suitable
for analyzing the antagonistic language used by
ordinary Kurds and Arabs towards each other.
2.6 The Kurds and the Kurdish Question

The origin of the Kurds has been viewed from
a variety of perspectives by different writers.
Historically, MacDonald (1991, p. 122) argued
that Kurds were regarded as a non-Arab group
and were not recognized as a distinct ethnic group
in the Middle East. He added that Kurds were
called “mountain Turks” (in Turkish: Dag
Turkleri) in Turkey, whereas in Iran, Kurds were
considered Iranians. Conversely, Hojani (2013,
p. 16) stated that most of the historians refer to
Kurds as Arabs in the Middle East, and Persians
in Iran but they were not even identified or
mentioned in Turkey. Similarly, O’Leary (2002,
p.17) referred to Kurds as “Iranian ethno-
linguistic”  people. In contrast to the
aforementioned writers’ claims, the Kurds are
considered to be the original residents of
Kurdistan and they are not of Iranian descent
neither do they share any ties with the Turks or
the Arabs (Qanaty, 1973 as cited in Cojer, 1996,
p.24). The Kurds are a historically significant
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ethnic group who are connected to the Medes, a
people group who lived in Zagros Mountain of
Kurdistan (Cojer, 1996, p.26). Kurdistan means
“the land of Kurds” which is made up of two
parts. The first part, “Kurd,” which refer to the
local population, while the second part, “istan,”
means “the land of”” (Cojer, 1996, pp. 23-24). Roy
(2011) added that Kurds are considered the
biggest stateless group in the world, with
approximately 30 millions live in a territory that
includes parts of Irag, Turkey, Syria, Iran, and
Armenia. In line with Roy (2011), Manyuan
(2017) noted that Kurds have a history that can be
traced back to the third century BC because they
are a long-established Middle Eastern ethnic
group. The Middle Eastern Kurds are a unigue
Ethno-national group from the other inhabitants
of the area and have deep historical, cultural, and
interpersonal ties across national boundaries
(Zanotti & Thomas, 2019).

With a specific reference to Iraqi Kurds, Kurds
in Irag make around 15-20% of the population
and are the third-largest ethnic group in the
Middle East, following Arabs and Persians (Roy,
2011). Most of the Iragi Kurds are Sunni Muslims
but there are other religious affiliations such as,
Yazidis, Christians, Jews, so on (Yildiz, 2004, p.
8). These Iragi Kurds have their own distinct
language which is called “Kurdish”. Kurdish
language is considered one of the western
branches of Iranian languages and is a part of the
Indo-European languages (Kim, 2010). Kurdish
was considered to be a language of the minority
in Irag. It was in no way on par with Arabic in
terms of status (Opengin, 2015). Kurdish was not
widely spoken; instead, Arabic predominated,
and administrative and educational
institutions utilized it.

The Kurds in Irag have a long history of being
denied, including their right to self-determination
and fundamental rights. Muhammed (2020, p.
171) mentioned that Kurds have been in a state of
uprising ever since the founding of the country in
1921, even though they have historically had
greater cultural independence and a more
established political standing than the Kurds in
other surrounding states. The Iragi Kurds, as an
ethnic group, have fought for their own
independence from the state (Cojer, 1996). Kurds
were instead regarded as a minority group to
whom their moral rights are routinely denied
(Cojer, 1996). In other words, the suffering of the
Kurds is directly correlated with the lack of a
state. History has shown that Kurdish rights have
consistently been denied by Iragi governments,
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and their response to the Kurds’ desire for their
basic rights included genocide against the Kurds,
as well as prosecution, kidnapping, torture, and
other atrocities (Cojer, 1996). That is, Kurdish
rebellions, violence, damage, mass punishment,
and exodus were caused by the Iraqi regime’s
refusal to address the Kurdish question (Ahmed,
2012, p. 3). Due to these realities, the Kurds felt
compelled to fight for their question and win the
fulfillment of its humanitarian
fundamental rights.

The Kurdish question is hard to be defined or
described in a sentence (Ozhan & Ete, 2009). The
Kurdish question encompasses the Kurds’ desire
for self-determination, inability to have their own
country, difficult integration into the community
in which they live, and, finally, their demand for
individual rights (Urrutia & Villaltas, 2012).
According to Shlykov (2019, p. 519), the Kurdish
question refers to the desire of the Kurdish
people, who reside in four different regions, to
establish their own state. The Kurdish question
was characterized internationally by Bedir-Khan
(1960, p. 1) as the Kurds’ claim to fair treatment,
respect for their dignity, and not being sacrificed
to any particular economic, political, or strategic
goal. According to Muhammed (2020, p. 167),
the Kurdish question is framed by the Kurd’s
fight for independence and autonomy.

The Kurdish question is considered a big
concern in the Middle East. To Magri (2016, p.
12), the Kurdish question is the most challenging
issue in the Middle East because it is situated in
the Middle East, which is already heavily
entangled in crises and wars. This fact alone
serves as the primary explanation for why so little
attention has been given to the Kurdish question
(Magri, 2016, p. 12). Similar to Magri, Torelli
(2016, p. 18) believed that the Kurdish question
is one of the most challenging and frequently
underrated questions because the Kurds are
considered as the largest stateless people in the
Middle East, whose demands for autonomy or at
least unrestricted independence have been
consistently ignored for decades. Accordingly,
the difficulty of the question lies in its population,
which is primarily concentrated in four countries:
Turkey, Iraqg, Syria, and Iran. Additionally, Kurds
have various interests and agendas in each of the
situations in  which they live, and these
differences frequently even clash with one
another. As a result, it is not feasible to talk about
just one Kurdistan, but rather a number of them
(Kurdistan(s)) (Torelli, 2016, p. 18). The writer
compared the Kurdish question to the Palestinian
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one, despite the fact that it has far less symbolic
and media coverage and is not seen as one of the
factors contributing to the conflicts that, almost
endemically, define the area, even though the
Kurds have played a significant role in many of
the events that have shaped the Middle East’s
recent history. Conversely, Temel (2021)
described the Kurdish question as not only the
Kurds’ question but as an issue of global,
worldwide humanism. The author claimed that all
countries arose from a region, each
predominantly residing in different areas; the
same goes for the Kurds because they were the
ancient or long-established hosts of the Middle
East and Mesopotamia since the beginning of
history. On the word of Amin (1999, as cited in
Muhammed, 2020), the Kurdish question is an
internally disputed dilemma that was created as a
result of denying the Kurds’ fundamental rights to
nationhood, not as a result of a Western creation.
The writer added that Kurds’ disputes and
revolutions will continue as long as the Kurds
continue to be oppressed.

The Kurds have a long history of denial and
only within its historical framework can the
Kurdish question be understood (Muhammed,
2020, p. 168). The Kurdish question has changed
through time into one of controlling the Kurds
inside the borders of the states created by the
nationalist objectives of Arabs, Turks, and
Persians (Stansfield, 2006). The Kurdish state is
still absent from the international political reality
so far, despite the developments in the concept of
the state, the right to self-determination, or the
assertion of its right to manage its affairs within
the borders of Iragi politics (Al-Haims, 2013).
2.7 Previous Studies

The denial strategies have been investigated in
different contexts and disciplines. The only two
studies that will be mentioned in this section have
applied the denial strategies developed by van
Dijk (1992). These studies have provided a brief
synopsis of what denial and its strategies are and
how the strategies were carried out.

Within the political discourse context, Fouad
(2019) explored the use of denial strategies in a
presidential debate between two candidates in
Egypt, namely, Abdel Moneim Abul Futouh and
Amr Moussa. The researcher intended to show
how language can be used in justification and
how the forms of argumentative discourse,
especially debate, are used to influence others,
leading them to endorse the speaker’s points of
view and ideologies.

Fouad believed that political debate is a type
of argumentative speech that deliberately and
intentionally exploits denial to support one party
while debasing or attacking the opponent’s party,
thus strengthening positive self-presentation and
negative other-presentation as well. The debate
was divided into two sections, including 12
questions. Each candidate had two minutes to
respond to each question, could ask the opponent
one question, and could comment on the
opponent’s response at the end.

The researcher downloaded the video of the
presidential debate from YouTube. Then, the
video was transcribed into Arabic and translated
into English for analytical purposes. After this,
she examined the linguistic constructions
associated with denial as a form of managing
accusations that is capable of moving the
audience into supporting the speaker’s points of
view and ideologies. The writer explored the
denial strategies both quantitatively and
qualitatively.

The results of Fouad’s study revealed the
similarities and differences both Abdel Moneim
Abul Futouh and Amr Moussa shared in using
denial strategies. Both of them depended largely
on “act denial” as a primary means of rejecting
allegations. Hence, Moussa differed from Abul
Futouh by depending mostly on argumentum ad
hominem. “Disclaimers” were considered the
least recorded strategies found in the debate and
were used by Moussa only once. Meanwhile, the
result of the study also showed that categorization
or polarization was used by both presidential
candidates. Polarization is mostly heightened by
using positive self-presentation / negative other-
presentation, which creates notions of “us” and
“them” for other groups.

In contrast to Fouad’s (2019) study, another
study applied van Dijk’s model of analyzing
denial strategies (1992) in the field of sociology
by Sauntson (2020), who analyzed the discursive
strategies employed by the “anti-LGBTQ+
protest groups” in producing and reproducing
denial and discrimination. She aimed to present
different views within the context of United
Kingdom schools about gender and sexuality.
Several groups of people in the United Kingdom
were opposed to the inclusion of positive
education about “LGBTQ+ identities and
relationships,” and publically protested in
Birmingham, UK (p.1996). Despite the fact that
the majority of people supported the new
guidelines, the demonstrations showed that there
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were still some people in society who refused to
learn about them democratically.

Discourse analysis was conducted by
Sauntson on some of the protesters’ publicly
available videos, including press coverage of the
events. There were two sets of data. The first set
of data was composed of 15 videos downloaded
from YouTube. The second set of data was
composed of texts taken from two well-known
websites of the “pro-LGBT+ inclusion groups” in
the United Kingdom (p.1999).

Sauntson (2020) used van Dijk’s (1992) denial
strategies to analyze the discourse of
discrimination in UK schools and to uncover the
“anti-inclusion group” ideologies found in their
language on inequality. Then, she contrasted the
protest groups’ speech to those of other
groups who supported the “LGBTQ+ inclusion”
in the “RSE.”

The result of Sauntson’s study showed that
both groups’ argumentative discourses were all
about the constitution of “democracy” and

“equality” in the discourse of “LGBTQ+
inclusion”, implying that these ideas are
vulnerable in the present British political

environment (p.2014). The study also revealed
the frequently used denial strategies. The anti-
inclusion group used reverse charge; defence;
disclaimer; justification; provocation; transfer;
excused; and mitigation.

The aforementioned studies used van Dijk’s
(1992) model of denial strategies to analyze their
data. The two studies explored different subjects
both quantitatively and qualitatively and in
different fields of study, including politics and
sociology. Fouad (2019) explored the forms and
the types of denial in her study whereas Sauntson
(2020) just investigated the forms of denial. The
two studies did not make any reference to the
functions of denial or even analyzed them
quantitatively and qualitatively. To the best of the
researcher’s knowledge, no research has been
done so far on how the forms and the functions of
the denial of the Kurdish question in the Iraqi
Kurds’ and Arabs’ personal experience narrative,
this study will be the first attempt to address this
gap and explore the denial strategy in a new
context. Also, this study will go further to explore
the forms and functions of denial.

3. DATA AND METHODOLOGY

3.1 Methodology
The methodology that is used to collect and
analyze the data in the current study is the
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qualitative method. The qualitative method was
used in this research to gather the personal
experience narratives of both Iragi Kurds and
Arabs and to examine the forms and functions of
denial using van Dijk’s (1992) model of denial
strategies within the context of CDA. According
to Herring (2004, p. 369), qualitative approaches
can provide a greater depth and breadth of
comprehension of a complicated, interconnected,
ambiguous, or scalar phenomenon than
quantitative approaches. Besides, Croker (2009,
p. 9) argued that qualitative research involves
gathering textual material and examining it using
an interpretive framework. He added that
qualitative research is important when analyzing
a topic for which there is a dearth of literature
since it is explanatory in nature and seeks to
uncover new perspectives and ideologies, or even
to innovate new speculations.
3.2 Participants

The current study comprises 40 participants
(20 Kurds and 20 Arabs) aged between 20 to 70
years old; both males and females. There are two
rationales for the selection of these participants.
First, although age is not taken as a variable in the
present paper, the participants are chosen within
this age range to include both generations who
lived before and after the De Facto Kurdistan.
More specifically, the young have lived after the
De Facto Kurdistan and probably did not
experience or witness the Kurds’ conditions and
lives during Saddam’s regime, but the old might
have witnessed how the Kurdish nationalist
movement took place and developed in Iraq in the
last 75 years, as well as the oppression that the
Iragi Kurds have suffered during Saddam’s
regime. Second, a small number of the
participants are chosen because the study does not
aim to overgeneralize the results. It is also worth
noting that the participants are ordinary Arabs and
Kurds no political positions. This study is the first
attempt to analyze the Kurdish question
linguistically in terms of denial strategies in the
Iragi context, so the small number of data will
help to gain deeper perspectives on the
Kurdish question.
3.3 Data Collection

The data for this study was collected based on
semi-structured interviews. Doérnyei (2007,
p.136) identified the format of the semi-structured
interview as ‘“open-ended,” allowing the
participants to express new ideas during the
interview. That is, the researcher (interviewer)
provided the participants with guidance; she had
a framework of themes that were expected to be
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moved thematically back and forth between some
events Kurds faced with Arabs in the past, their
reflections on the present, and their opinions
about the future. This type of interview helped in
using personal narratives in order to understand
the large-scale social and political issues. In the
interview, both Iragi Kurds and Arabs are asked
the following questions:
I. Do you have any relationships with Kurds/
Arabs in your personal life?
Il. What do you think about the Kurdish/ Arab
friends, relatives, and neighbors?
I11. Have you had any negative experience with
Kurds/Arabs?
IV. What do you think of the Kurdish question?

The duration of data collection was six months
staring from September 2021 until February
2022. The Kurdish data was collected by the
researcher herself in Duhok city. Conversely, the
Arab data was collected by an Arab university
student in two Iragi provinces because the
researcher’s Kurdish identity prevented her from
collecting the data. The two sets of data were
recorded at the participants’ leisure or lunch time.
However, not all the participants had free time. It
was therefore challenging to compile their
narratives. The researcher used a recording device
and made sure it was ready in advance to gather
her data. She made sure that the participants of the
two sets of data could see the recording device.
Moreover, the recorded interviews with the
Kurdish and Arab participants took place in
different places, such as university, a café, a
restaurant, or a private office or a house belonging
to one of the participants.
3.4 Ethical Issues

There were several ethical issues concerning
the current study. Each participant formally
acknowledged their agreement to participate in
the study through a signed consent (a copy can be
found in the Appendix). This consent form is
designed by the researcher because each
researcher is responsible for the ethical standards
(Anderson, 1998, p. 26). This form was written in
English, Kurdish, and Arabic. It included some
explanation about the nature of the current study
and its supervisor. Also, the participants were
informed that if they no longer want to be part of
this study after recording their personal
narratives, then they can withdraw from the study
whenever they want to. The consent form was
written with the intention of assuring that the
participants’ involvement in the current study was
entirely voluntary. The consent form included
information about the study’s confidentiality,

including the fact that their personal narratives
would be kept only during the study’s period of
time and will be destroyed after that.

The participants received a thorough explanation
of the study’s goals orally and were informed that
their responses would be kept private and utilized
exclusively for the academic research’s aims.
Moreover, the participants were informed that the
current study would maintain their anonymity by
using pseudonyms names. Besides, individuals
were not physically or mentally assaulted or
mistreated ~ while  the research  was
being conducted.

It was crucial to get permission from the
Kurdish and Arab participants before beginning
with data collection. This is because the data in
this study is connected to people’s lives, much
like in social research (Ddrnyei, 2007, p. 63). The
researcher was able to collect the data for this
study only after receiving permission from the
Iragi Kurd and Arab participants.

3.5 Description of the Data

The primary dataset consists of 40 audio-taped
personal narratives. The total length of the 40
personal narratives is 3 hours and 9 minutes and
19 seconds. The length of the audio tracks varied
between Kurds and Arabs, with the Kurdish data
being 2 hours and 13 minutes and 14 seconds,
whereas the Arabic data was 56 minutes and 5
seconds. However, the 40 personal narratives (20
stories told by Kurdish participants and 20 stories
told by Iragi Arab participants) range in length
and have a common theme, which is the
Kurdish question.

3.6 Transcription and Methods of analysis
3.6.1 Transcription

To become familiar with the constructed
personal experience narratives, the researcher
transcribes all the data gathered from the semi-
structured interviews. Recordings, according to
Denzin and Lincoln (2000, p. 829) are public
documents that are accessible to the academic
community. She then reads and rereads the
transcripts in order to prepare them for the
analysis. The researcher was cautious to record
the participants’ exact phrases when transcribing
their replies and their personal experience
narratives in order to obtain reliable data. In other
words, neither of the two sets of data was
subjected to any attempt to rectify grammatical,
vocabulary, or accent errors. Both sets of data
were translated into English in order to make the
information easier for readers of English to grasp.
3.6.2 Methods of Analysis
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The current study is examined qualitatively in
terms of data analysis. The qualitative analysis
explored the denial strategies found in the
personal experience narratives and brought them
together with denial functions to examine how
denial operates in the participants’ narratives in
this study. The denial strategies were examined
thematically in the research. Accordingly,
comprehensive and deep insights about the denial
of the Kurdish question that is considered as a
controversial and sophisticated issue in the
Middle East will be gained. All of the 40 personal
narratives were classified under van Dijk’s (1992)
framework of denial strategies including: (1)
Disclaimers; (2) Transfer; (3) Defence; (4)
Mitigations; (5) Justification; (6) Excused; (7)
Provocation (blaming the victim);and (8)
Reversal.

3.7 Data Analysis and Discussion
3.7.1 Forms of Denial
1. Disclaimers
Example (1) Arabic:
IS als sl Lalia ing 58 0 S fuadll Cigd 5/ Jla)
Ugo paaic 58 o o SYI
sl padic 580 o8 O b sh (i (Gl e (il 38 in
Aliiise U g0 sty
SV ) iy sl s sl a3 G Y e il 3
A _gias (gl 2 jY duad asaic
e ) s )les sl o Lile jay o di 38 L
English Translation:

Listen! the Kurdish question is the dream of all
Kurds to have their own country,

and this has been their long-standing ambition
to have an independent country.

And we must believe in this and admit that the
Kurds have a question.

They want to be independent and have the
right to self-determination,

but it saddens us to separate from one another.
In this example, the speaker first shows tolerance
for the cultural and social differences between
Kurds and Arabs and how the Kurds have the
right to achieve their dreams of independence,
S ala sl Wi iny sa 0 S0 Apadll s 51 1)
O (e ) (e () 12a g’u_;fd)qea‘m OsSs ol A <Y
Aite Al 50 (5 (g) pie 55 s ol 4l sl However,
the speaker soon after produced a negative
assertion introduced by the conjunction “but” to
reject the Kurdish separation from lIrag, ' (s
Lale Jry o od agd )l o) Lisl ey il (i
Example (2) Kurdish:

iy 480 (533 A (i ) (0 (il siia s J

4a
S 3 o LaB] g So2id (00 (S0 5 () e G e
Crodd 4o J20T
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Ul 2 ) 68 SASL (S0 5 o el ity Sty e oS S0
Obs G

English Translation:

Personally, | am against racism,

but in some situations,

| felt racism was being used against me as a
Kurd.

In this example, the typical meaning of the
disclaimer is that “I am not racist but...” The
focus of the disclaimer in this example is on the
concept of tolerance towards issues related to
ethnic differences. However, the speaker feels
justified in rejecting other ethnic groups when
they experience racism against Kurds.

2.Transfer

This strategy is not found in the Arabic data.

Example (3) Kurdish:

O aile 43 e J80 g (il 45 5253

OLS 4sils iy (o Yo HED

30 S A KD ey 5 g0 45 ey (0 0 Yo
It 55 LD S Ol S A Yo SKis Sl rie
3 Crille i a5 b S Slaeda s S 4545

English Translation:

Personally, | have not had any negative
experiences,

but my husband has.

When he was a Peshmerga in the regiment,
Arabs kept bothering him and other Kurds

and they did not stop until all the Kurds left the
regiment.

In this example, the denial transferred the racist
attitude to her husband, who suffered and was
discharged from the regiment due to the Iraqi
Arabs, s b2 iSOl 5 sA Y Sda Gl s
Oflle dbsom 5 (A 7 A8 laeds Udn Sa 1o 7 g
A
3.Defence
This strategy is not found in both sets of data,
Arabic and Kurdish.
4.Mitigations
Example (4) Arabic:
Lic (sladiy Ulsi/y Lls) 43/ mahi Lo Lini 4l 5 |, JLadiy]
Adds o3l
English Translation:
Separation, in fact, we do not aspire for our
brothers and families to separate from us. This is
a fact.

The speaker in this example minimizes his
negative assertion of rejecting Kurdish
independence by utilizing the phrases “our
families and our brothers, Llal 43} peadai Lo Ui dll
Padga s Ge O shainy Ul Al
Example (5) Kurdish:

Lo Ae a5 ol (535S b sa e o) o (pidadli 45



Journal of University of Duhok.,Vol.26, No.2(Humanities and Social Sciences),P 1367-1392, 2023

2sS b 5a LAl g s s By Lusp 70 50 sS4

¢ “lalana

Al 2 e e O da i de (5 R0 il (e ds cloia
Y Ja& ol g Ja& s

English Translation:

We were afraid to speak in our native language
because of the Arabs;

lest they say “there they go again with their
native language.”

They were describing us with some negative
attributes. Therefore, we conversed with them
and friends in Arabic.

The mitigation strategy in this example
functions to lessen the effect of the speaker’s
claim of being afraid of the Iraqi Arabs’
harassment when they speak in their mother
tongue, “Kurdish” by using the quantifier
“some”. This quantifier is used to mitigate the
effect of the “Uisa4s (fic4d” “negative attributes”.

5.Justification

Example (6) Arabic:

JAYY e S fna 4.5// Lrall e Lali o i ol
e Gl

e ala gudi pa das ) O SY) b 46 40 jae
CiSgle oS by Sy s S sl lh) T Lot
. ' ol

£oLasY/ gy Cpre Cifgo laa S

) sl A 5 iy S5 53] 5ol 5

U Gsilly ages Lo 3] 5] 58T () ad

SN b5 iS58 59 S i 5 e 5l 55T Lo S e
s le

English Translation:

Yes, in the situation with a friend, | had a
friend who betrayed me.

He betrayed me because he preferred his
Kurdish kin over me.

When | request money, a Kurd stands
alongside another Kurd but not alongside me.

Did you have a specific situation in this
regard, sir?

I am right, and everyone knows this.

This is not essential to him as much as | am
Arab and the other is Kurdish; therefore, he sides
with the Kurd against me.

This example indicates that appealing to the
speaker’s rights is a key means by which the
speaker justifies his negative views of Kurdish
independence. The speaker shows that he has the
right to express his attitude as a legitimate
defence by expressing his right to talk about his
Kurdish friend, who does not agree to align with
him against other Kurdish strangers and did not
lend him money. The speaker implies that his
friend should have defended him against the other

Kurdish person, with whom he has no
relationship except that they are both Kurds.
Example (7) Kurdish:
Ol Iaeas J (58 g pa G Ji o g GHMS 4o
5 Ao o e 58 50 S (oSS i GalitllS e
Lijolid s e

“ssSh i 59 5 O (Al dina (59 5487 00
“ e lard 75680 Glivn ) sSeven <8 4 Ll
O e landd 5 47 s J D e ol Al
“obia 58

Ol 4iliesd )5S 4845 S gt J s S (5 0 b g i yingi
7 R ALl (548 o 53 () sl 4l SAauliti 434
(548

S ale (e ol HHan 455880 oS 8 e o land ) fD

English Translation:

We had lots of relatives living in Baghdad.

My aunt got married to a man who was an
Arab living in Baghdad.

When my cousins were coming to our house,
they used to say, “We will go to the north.”

They did not even say Kurdistan,

they said “‘the north of Iraq”,

and my father had always told them, “Do not
say the north of Iraq, say Kurdistan.”

They could not admit 100% that this is
Kurdistan or an independent region that has its
own constitution and parliament.

Whenever they said "north of Iraq”, my father
would get upset.

In this example, considering the speaker’s
rights is the main way to justify his negative
attitudes towards Iragi Arabs. The speaker shows
that it is his right as a legitimate defence as to
express his opinion, rejecting his Arab relatives’
views of denying the existence of Kurdistan by
calling it “the north of Traq”, « Ok (Jlard 4l (53 42
6ossSb A (50 (5 57,
6.Excused
Example (8) Arabic: ‘ ‘
S ale JS1 3 jall onidlly 4 ll 525 5l nf iny Ui

il 8 g LiLalil 5 44 oo

(ible s (o £ s g0 Joliil yali

bisis Gl (bl S eLad 5] Lali 5l Do jay 4/ pucas
Jeadii Yladi 4/

o aga Aoy iy 3 lad () (50 juas 130 4GY Lie J jaii 4/
el painall

Ay dag ] odls cani lis/ s

English Translation:

I love Iraq’s unity and the Iraqi people as a
whole, with all their diverse sects, minorities, and
nationalities.

When | approach this subject emotionally,

honestly, it is sad for me that a district or
territory in the south or north of Iraq is separated
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or isolated, because this will lead to the loss of
an important segment in Iragi society,

and we love all this segment.

The speaker in this example employs
linguistic expressions to establish his positive
self-presentation by rationalizing his rejection of
Kurdish independence as a result of Iragi unity.
The speaker here is prioritizing the unity of his
country (Irag) over the normal and natural right
for Kurds to have their own state. In example 3,
the speaker refers to Kurds as an important
segment ‘“ege iy 8 of Iraqi society, not
realizing that they are a distinct ethnicity with
their own language and culture.

Example (9) Kurdish:

Co futd o ) pls SRS (5 a5

] o Gl R 2 Gl S DR e 484 e
A A8 s (S 063 (o s o | jla IS

o Jud Gy gl i Juad (o Sude p oS S adi
5 a5 2

Ol i A8 Sl S Gl re i (55 il 5

S Ao Cpdlii o § ) Sl S Gl G LT 3 ) S o 4
Y o Gl LD Gy 3 ) oS o

English Translation:

At the same time, we were not accepted
anywhere after graduation.

They would almost always look at our origins.

We were denied admission to the military,
police, and aviation colleges.

Only through favoritism, and only Arabs had
that privilege, if they chose to use it.

They did not want Kurds to take over these
colleges because there were coups.

They did not want Kurds to be involved in
these things.

The speaker in this example expressed his
negative attitude towards Iragi academic
institutions as racist because they prevented
candidates of Kurdish nationality from being
enrolled in the military, police, or aviation
colleges and considered this an offensive act. At
the same time, the speaker used linguistic
expressions to excuse his stance, blaming
Saddam’s regime ideologies that Kurds were
outsiders who could control the situation and
attempt military coups, and thus Kurds were
denied admission to Iragi military academies and
colleges, a3 1348 (B Gujlimis o)< iy 4
1Y s 8 Lo (a2 58 LM e (5 S (Dl
Gl yie S0 aluda pdd Crala
7.Provocation (blaming the victim)

Example (10) Arabic:
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(oS30 Ol (528 g Ul Jera e Ulae o jLay aal 5 sla
44 4/ Lo _gileal
Uidl) luai linig dby g pub g dnicall 4ic aleil Jlai 41és
... Lo
£50n g0 lgliidy g nieall ale iny
ot S by g g leliidy s deiiall alely n
ot Lall Cdd gall 5la
English Translation:
Someone asked to be my business partner, and
I understood Kurdish when he was speaking.
There was another person with him whom |
did not know.
He told him, “Learn the craft from him, then
get rid of him, and we will do the work.”
Does that mean he wanted to learn the craft
and then work alone?
He wanted to learn the craft, work alone, and
then get rid of me.
That was a negative experience.

The provocation raised in this example is
about firing the Iragi Arab employee from his job.
It centers on two Kurdish men tricking an lIraqi
Arab employee into working in his position.
According to the speaker, the target of his
prejudice acts in a certain way to cause him to
have negative feelings about the other Kurd.

Example (11) Kurdish:

Ols J b Stalsj Kis s 58 S0 o pulean Ol
ille b s 13 e g s Ols Crlbleod J S 4aila

e (s T e 5 S A 4 sad g il 2
LT “«

CASA e Lidd o pe (A e

ASD o (b S sledd (L 2 e

Sy S s S o3 e s

o jbia] el Sls Vs (50
e Ligh J b (pili o U340 (5208 o iy e ys J (o 434
sps50 Ul s sais jad (sl pus

O e (5208 (5 o Kb i

S0 Juwra Gloo_pw [ jla la 4

et sles V£ Sl VI i (5 gt S s Uil s o i 5
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English Translation:

Kids felt like they had been oppressed, their
parents had been oppressed, and even their
education was unfair.

| was one of those kids who knew what

“People’s Army” was

and | knew that Arabs abused my father

and that he was hiding from them

because they would force him to join
“People’s Army”.

| experienced this in school when | was at the
age of an elementary school student.

After that, when | grew up and visited Mosul,
I was about 13 or 14 years old.

| was in the 7th or 8th grade, maybe until the
9th grade.

Before the fall of Baghdad, there were so many
checkpoints on the road between Duhok and
Mosul, and | saw so many bad situations. | even
got scared sometimes

because | witnessed Kurdish men being
slapped in front of me.

They would grab their ears and tell them to
open their fuel barrels and empty them entirely.

The speaker in this example feels justified in
expressing his prejudice towards Iragi Arabs as
oppressing and assaulting the Kurds because of
the alleged provocations, behavior offenses, and
stereotypically assigned actions of the Iragi Arabs
at the checkpoints between Duhok and Mosul
before the collapse of Baghdad. The speaker
defends his harsh measures against the Arabs by
claiming that they are to blame for their harsh
treatment towards the Kurdish lay people, forcing
them to join the army, and offending people at
checkpoints by slapping Kurdish men and drivers
and spilling gas bottles on the ground.

8. Reversal

Example (12) Arabic:

5 b (5 ) Cin 5 po iy Ul g puad AN Luliad) i) gall
ATY] ro Ly 5 s dasas (Lo

sl e S g il D5 O sl Gla

§ il 38 Cidigall 38 of aiini ] il

sle oles oan g ol s Laledl oS s 58 53 S Al 5 lgiB g0 La ) 45Y
&t b SISy dial (slao oany S Lo tile Coa (o (T 0
bl sl

English Translation:

The negative experiences that | had—I mean,
five years ago, | once went to buy a car in the
region,

The owner was uncooperative and was not
willing to sell me the car at all.

Well, why do you think this experience is
negative?

Because at the same time a Kurd came, the
owner talked to him normally.

But when | arrived, the owner refused to talk
to me and said that he did not want to sell that
car.

The speaker in this example shows that Kurds
are racist and discriminate against Iraqi Arabs
because Kurds even reject selling goods to Arabs
but to Kurds.

Example (13) Kurdish:
S a4 2 58 0 J 0 Al S 33 5 e
Olidi 58 a8y Lighon (5pain s iSo s (el
Ot )5S
LI O G sS 8T S 0 g S g Me J o TR 5
WG o5 e (oo S589 ot s

English Translation:

They always say that the Kurds are the reason
behind everything happening.

They mostly blamed the Kurds for the fall of
Baghdad.

When we were at their schools, they would say

“You Kurds, what are you doing here?

Go back to your land, go back to Duhok
because you do not belong here.”

In this example, the speaker uses the reverse
charge as a counter-attack strategy (van Dijk,
1992, p. 94) against Iragi Arabs, accusing them of
being racists who accuse Kurds of being
responsible for the fall of Baghdad. The
predominant focus of reverse charge in this
example is on accusing lragi Arabs of being
intolerant and demanding that Kurds leave the
Iragi Arab areas and live in Duhok (the Kurdish
governorate).

3.7.2 Functions of Denial

According to van Dijk (1991,1992), there are
four functions of denial: individual, social,
political and cultural.
1.Individual Denials

Denial plays a discursive and interactive role
(van Dijk, 1991) in every day conversations and

interpersonal communications. According to
Hartley (1993, p. 4), interpersonal
communication is a face-to-face interaction
between two people that reflects their

personalities, social roles, and ties. That is,
communication is related to situational and social
contexts. Nevertheless, the purpose of using
interpersonal denials is to prevent the reader/
listener from making any negative or bad
inferences about the attitudes of the
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writer/speaker (van Dijk, 1991). Additionally,
individuals, according to van Dijk, minimize,
accuse, defend, and reverse in order to adhere to
the social norms and legal restrictions that
prohibit overt manifestations of racism. It has
been noticed in the data of the current study that
the Arab speakers deny, justify, excuse and
mitigate in order to avoid giving any bad
impression while talking about Kurdish people
and their question. Iragi Arab participants in the
current study used denial strategies in their
personal experience stories to protect their
individuals® social self-image (van Dijk, 1992)
following the moral norms of distancing from
blatant racism displaying themselves as descent
citizens (van Dijk, 1992). The following example
clarifies the individual or interpersonal function
of denial.

Example (14) Arabic:
ixy ol sy (59 S 134 5 (508 by LS 2 &yl il
) oo i
li ile _paal) p8 Sla Y saie (e 51 ¢ s SIS Lash

S s ean o]
“os bl ms bl i bl il
éﬁna\)/.)/;}-w/.léu YJLua yJLu&CJA.[G 3/@/'}
Al S Liliy oSad] # Y (538 ool el

| worked as a partner somewhere with a
Kurdish person,

and this person told me that | was not
working correctly.

Of course, that was poor management on his
part

because he was my manager. When | arrived
at work, he told me,

“You made this mistake, that mistake, and
this mistake,”

but I did not make any mistakes, and |
informed him it was due to his poor
management.

And when a Kurdish person came to judge
between us, he stood by the Kurdish’s side.

The aforementioned participant is trying to
present himself/herself positively by utilizing
different denial strategies in order to prevent any
negative perceptions. Also, the participant
generally tends to present himself/herself
positively and others negatively, as it is shown in
the example. In contrast, to Iragi Arab
participants, and following van Dijk’s claim,
denial is not only used as a means of self-defense
and maintaining a positive pubic image but serves
to manage other goals, such as ideological or
political (van Dijk, 1992, p. 880). Kurdish
participants sometimes used denial strategies to
attack against Iragi Arabs.
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Example (15) Kurdish:
Crnd K %0 g Lo 0 _jdSiude | 08p g Ldiida (5 1 b g
CASALAL (AS o (pdl (i 13 (59 ) 58 b dalddiiaa ety
COpa LR Gy (et 5 G
GO oot Gloti BLGIS J HUL 90 Y 080 Ctlurda
O A
s _ypao_j iy A8 o il (A G e 58 4
Uil g el (g g
A d GGG 5 G b pllie Gl (s 484 G il
OIS & e Uil A 5 43 Grigus
s de Gk g (G0 ) 58 G 2y g | pbis o
Also when the army came defeated, they
destroyed our Kurdish territories
and stole from them. They took away
everything from them even their houses.
For example, people left their houses in Duhok
in 1990.
They took everything away using trucks.
It was not the government who took them, it
was civilians who came and took them away.
If Arabs had any conscience, they would not
have taken their possessions
and would have thought to themselves, “These
are also people with kids who left and will return
to their homes again and will not accept this”.
They took away the Kurds’ things via cars and
trucks, and we lost our things./[//l/[//As it is
obvious form the example, the Kurdish
participant uses of denial strategies mostly aimed
at attacking their Iragi Arabs opponents as a way
of defending their negative attitudes about Iraqi
Arabs. The speaker personally commented on the
negative act of stealing and destroying the
Kurdish territories by Arabs civilians by saying
that “If Arabs had any conscience, they would not
have taken their possessions and would have
thought, these are also people with kids who left
and will return to their homes again and will not
accept this.”
2.Social Function of Denial
Positive self-presentation and face- keeping
are not only the characteristics of individuals but
institutions, organizations and whole groups.
Denial strategies are used to maintain the image
(face) of the in-group as a whole (van Dijk, 1991).
Denials show unity and intragroup ties, the author
said, and they defend “us” when “us” are being
attacked by “them”. They do not only create
social divisions and strengthen social and ethnic
identities, but they also promote the moral
superiority of their own group (van Dijk, 1991).
Both Iragi Kurd and Arab participants in the
present data used denials to show the intragroup
ties that strengthened their social and ethnic
identities and most importantly promoting the



Journal of University of Duhok.,Vol.26, No.2(Humanities and Social Sciences),P 1367-1392, 2023

moral superiority of their own groups. At the
meso- or macro-level of social organization, a
whole group or organizations may use such denial
strategies (van Dijk, 1992, p. 95). Therefore,
denials can come in the shape of an agreed-upon
viewpoint of the ethnic situation.

The Kurdish group used denial strategies to
show their in-group ties and strengthened their
Kurdish ethnic identities and their superiority to
the Iraqgi Arab participants by sharing a unique
view of being generous, friendly, and peaceful to
the others in spite of the oppress and atrocities
that they faced during the Saddam regime from
the Iragi Arabs.

Example (16) Kurdish:
e i Lidls ol 5 8 4iian g iko 5 s SaiE
ool 47 e s S
CASD o Liesdd (il g 2 00 A 1B (pe L9AS uSiels
crliad s J
Gy AS (5 A Spali B4R ety 4l S 434
D58 AR S0 13 58 o RS gensi (0 (5 Lie o s34
il G < dwjr,;fd&/_a
935S 4 il g 368 A0 o S0 Yl LHSE o g3
D T 53 500 )5S 4 (5 i s
| do not hate it when | see them coming here
often as tourists;

I actually get happy to see them coming here
for a peaceful trip.

This is a good thing, even though | might hate
them. I have struggled with them.

They made fun of Kurds and they always
belittled us and put themselves above us.

Even when | was with friends, they often said
that Kurds are like this and that, they are racist
and they only want everything for themselves.

In contrast, Iraqi Arab participants’ denial
strategies took the following forms of shared
opinion about the Kurdish ethnic group and its
question.

Example (17) Arabic:

IS abs Gelsds Lalie ing s8 4o ST duadl] Cipdi 5] Jla)
Lo ptaic 48 o o SYI

sl psdic 580 o8 O b sh G (e Ola j o (il 134 (iny
Ao U 50 () stk

ISYI ) Cpls sin i jinis s a3 G p Y el 13
Luiaf asaic

L lsy sl (o Lidle izg ol 138 (pa0 a8 s (50250 2 Y
el 5/

Listen! The Kurdish question is the dream of
all Kurds to have their own country,

and this has been their long-standing ambition
to have an independent country.

And we must believe in this and admit that the
Kurds have a cause.
They want to be independent and have the
right to self-determination,
but it saddens us to separate from one another.
The Iraqgi participants used denial strategies in
their everyday discourse to show that
discrimination is not a structural feature of the
Iraqi Arab society i.e. “institutional or systemic
racism is denied” (van Dijk, 1992, p. 95).
Although the denial of racism in the lragi Arab
participants’ stories has a role in reproducing
racism in their everyday discourse, it still lessens
the stress among Iraqi Arabs and Kurds and does
not provoke forms of inequality and resistance to
be taken seriously by the Kurdish ethnic group.
3. The Sociopolitical Function of Denial
The social functions of denial are associated to
socio-political ones (van Dijk, 1991). As denials
weaken resistance, they undermine the legitimacy
of anti-racist investigations and are thus a part of
the politics of ethnic management (van Dijk,
1991). The Iraqi Arab participants’ utilization of
denial strategies in their everyday stories
concerning the Kurdish people and their question
help controlling the long term political problems
between Kurdish people and Iragi Arabs and
managing their relationships.
4.Cultural Functions of Denials
Since the definition of racism involves
different groups, cultures and cultural hegemony
(van Dijik, 1992), denials have a cultural function
especially when the norms and values of two
cultures are contrasted (van Dijk, 1992). One of
the cultural functions of denial is cultural
tolerance. Although each group in the current
study used denial strategies in their personal
experience stories showing cultural tolerance
towards each other, still this tolerance was
restricted. So, the following examples
demonstrate how Arabs and Kurds show cultural
tolerance towards each other.
Example (18) Arabic:
o L5 Lo PR (a5 il slo 45Y USiia saic Lo Y
' i e g Slpaaiad
o) Ul S5 pgdlinin] pacda (pe 138 5 Lini 4] Sas)
LAY Clua e g0 JsS)
&l il bl Lo Ul Lo fia s e Candl U Lanie iny
K AY Ga g il sil Sl Lo U &S
LAYl o po g odn 35
I have no problem because there are
agreements, and through their sacrifices and
struggles,
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we can say that they are entitled, but as | said
once again not at the expense of others.

When | look for my rights, | refuse to accept
that my rights be taken away,

and | also refuse to accept that the rights of
others be taken away.

I may take my rights, but not at the expense of
others.

As it is obvious in the aforementioned
example, the speaker presupposes the social and
cultural differences between Kurds and Arabs and
that Kurds merit having their own state. This is
followed, however, by a negative assertion
introduced by the conjunction “but” to reject this
independence. The speaker then legitimizes his
rejection of Kurdish independence by claiming
that it must not be at the expense of others (lraqi
Arabs). The speaker shows intolerance by not
considering who the Kurds are and what their
question is. The participant lacks cultural
tolerance, potentially as a result of having false
beliefs or a sense of cultural superiority.
Example (19) Kurdish:

Laisn (b oo JuidS st J o g 50 10 5 S00edS 0 S a0
HED 5 o8 o e S5 0 (o i 58 0 oS 55 0 N2l 54

o
HE il (] i 5 K 53 (A pth 57 Kisn e 4DES
« 4
Cro S iLid o e (N g i 3 ) 58
] e (o 9.91 58 L 2l i o e G 5558 e
s o o B Sy ] g ot Lot Lo "5 8 5
0 )5 3 p 559 5 SE D Gyl 4 o o_re Lo Lo
CHERG 0 4 590 5 S MED o Dl 7 s
o HE 8o 7 (5 o G0 4 M lfide 7 0
Cst
Ll 0 g5 5 e (5958 1 10 s e R0 5 ety
Yes, | did. When | was in one of the camps in
the Netherlands, | had an Arab guy as my
roommate. They told me, “since you are an Iraqi,
we are going to put you with an Iraqi.”
There were no Kurds, so they brought one of
the Arabs.
I told them, “I do not know how to speak
Arabic.”
| added, “if he was an Iraqi, he could be a
Baathist.”
We were in the same room, but we never talked
to each other.
I did not have any problems with him and he
did not have any problems with me,
but whenever | responded in Kurdish, he
would get a headache.
The above example implies the cultural
difference as the main idea and, denial follows the
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constrained tolerance of such cultural difference.
The disclaimer rendered the speaker unable to
express racist views. However, it justifies the
speaker’s attitude. The speaker used the
disclaimer with a stereotypical remark that
implies racism: “but whenever | responded in
Kurdish, he would get a headache”. 3.8
Discussion of the Findings

The present study’s findings support van Dijk
(1992) in that the denial strategies are employed
in discourse to positively save speakers’ social
self-image while simultaneously achieving other
objectives like ideological or political. The data
sample of the present study contained various
forms and functions of denial which conveyed
hidden meanings and ideologies. The participants
of both datasets (Kurdish and Arabic) have used
disclaimers, mitigations, justification, excused,
provocation (blaming the victim), and reversal.
The analysis indicates that denial is an important
device in everyday conversation because through
its strategies one can interpret that denials are
used in order to prevent the reader /listener from
drawing any unfavorable conclusions about the
speaker’s/writer’s attitudes as mentioned by van
Dijk (1991).

In order to abide with the social norms, the
participants mitigate, accuse, provoke and
reverse. Iragi Kurdish and Arab participants used
disclaimers in their speeches to save face before
following up with a negative statement as argued
by Fritz (2019). As it is mentioned in the analysis
of both datasets, “but” is used to precede the
negative sentence that contradicts the positive
one. So “but” (in Arabic: v~ and in Kurdish: o)
has the meaning of contradiction as referred to by
Blakemore (2002). Disclaimers were only used
by Arab participants when discussing the Kurdish
guestion and their separation from Irag. In the
Arabic example (1) of disclaimer, the speaker
used the pronoun “we” as a justification for the
whole group discriminatory ideologies against
others (them) as mentioned by Malki (2021). The
polarization issue was also raised in the Arabic
example (4) of mitigations when the speaker
employed the pronoun “we” to justify his
perspective. The use of the pronoun “we” can
show the ideologies or the social representations
that the whole group members share (van Dijk,
1998). So, the ideologies here related to the issues
of power and dominant group. Hence, Kurdish
participants used disclaimers when speaking
about their negative experiences with Arabs.
Transfer, as a second strategy of denial, was used
only by Kurdish participants. It implied the
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meaning of “I have not had any personal
experiences with Arabs but my father/mother,
husband/ wife, brother/sister had...”. This could
be justified that Kurds have been in a constant
revolt since the establishment of Irag in 1921 as
pointed out by Muhammed (2020). That is, Kurds
were denied their fundamental rights and
mercilessly murdered in atrocities by the Ba‘ath
regime of Saddam Hussein. Additionally, Kurds
have been subjected to both political and cultural
persecution as stated by Cojer (1996).
Generations after generation were affected by
these circumstances. Mitigations are also used by
the participants to lessen the effect of the negative
attitudes being expressed. The speakers of both
datasets used some adverbs and phrases to
decrease the impact of the unfavorable attitudes
as it is obvious in the Arabic and Kurdish
examples (4 and 5) of mitigations. Justification
was used by both datasets speakers in a similar
way. Kurdish and Arab participants justified the
negative experiences they had with each other by
referring back to some conditions, places, or
individuals. Excused was used by Arab
participants to save face as it was clear from the
linguistic expressions in the Arabic example (8)
of excused. By referring to Kurds as “sects”
shows the racial preconception of the speaker
because Iraqi Kurds are ethnic groups with a
distinct language as said by Cojer (1996). In
contrast, Kurds used some excuses, showing the
reasons behind the negative attitudes they hold
towards Iragi Arabs. Kurds were not allowed to
enroll in any official state activity, including
sports, military, and universities because of their
Kurdish identity and language as it is clear in the
Kurdish example (9) of excused. Concerning the
provocation (blaming the victim), this study
agrees with Sauntson’s (2020) conclusion in that
individuals use provocation to demonstrate how
the target of their prejudice takes action to
contribute to the expressed negative sentiment
towards them. Kurdish participants used it to
accuse not only the Iragi Arabs but also the Iraqi
governments. Provocation was utilized by the
Kurdish participants to demonstrate their
relationship with the oppressor as victims. That
is, the provocation example showed the “social
domination” or the abuse of power by one group
over others as stated by Wodak (2001). Arab
participants used it to assign blame on individual
cases or specific instances. Regarding reversal,
this study agrees with van Dijk (1992) and
Sauntson’s (2020) who viewed this strategy as the
most extreme kind of denial, had the meaning of

“they are the ones who are discriminating against
us...”). In the Arabic example (12) of reversal,
the Iragi Arab speaker uses linguistic expressions
to reverse charge to Kurds as being themselves
racist and always discriminate against Arabs. In
contrast, Kurdish speakers sometimes used it as a
“counter attack” strategy. The data at hand
showed that Kurds use these strategies to express
their negative attitudes towards Arabs, and to
express the Arab’s negative ethnic attitudes
towards Kurds. Kurds used them to deny the
Arab’s negative ethnic attitudes towards Kurds
while Arab used them to legitimate or conceal
their negative attitudes towards Kurds.

4. Conclusion

The primary goal of this study was to examine

how the denial of the Kurdish question works
within the personal experience narratives of Iraqgi
Arabs and Kurds. The qualitative analysis of the
data according to van Dijk’s (1992) model of
denial strategies led to a number of conclusions
about this data sample. The following conclusions
answer the research questions:
1. How are the participants able to express
discriminatory ~ views  whilst  presenting
themselves positively or saving face through a
range of discursive denial strategies?

Concerning the first research question of this
study, denial strategies are used as portals that,
through their different forms, different hidden
meaning and ideologies can be conveyed. The
participants of the present study (Iragi Arabs and
Kurds) have used different forms of denial in their
personal experience narratives. In order to present
their ideologies concerning the Kurdish question
and the negative experiences that they have with
each other, speakers utilized disclaimers, transfer,
mitigations, justification, excused, provocation
(blaming the victim), and reversal. By using these
forms of denial, Iragi Arabs speakers could
present themselves positively and save their self-
image at the same time. Conversely, Kurdish
speakers sometimes used denial strategies as a
“counter-attack” device to blame the other group
for the suffering and atrocities that they faced
during the Ba’ath regime and for denying their
fundamental rights.

2. What are the functions of the denial strategies
used in the participants’ personal experience
narratives?

Regarding the second research question, this
study has explored three functions of denial
namely, individual, social, and cultural. Both
Iragi Kurd and Arab participants rely on their
individual, cultural, and social backgrounds and
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they refer to their ideologies using denial
strategies. In the present study, denial sometimes
functioned as a self- defence mechanism for Arab
participants whereas denial in some other cases
functioned as a “‘counter attack” for Kurdish
participants.

REFERENCES

Ahmed, M, M. (2012). Iraqgi Kurds and nation-
building. US: Palgrave Macmillan.

Al-Haims, M. M. (2013). <l 5 il ) s JSal ciaidl 5o

(Basadl @l lws ) 2l Journal of
Education College/Wasit University, 1 (14),
222-237

https://doi.org/10.31185/eduj.Vol1.1ss14.384

Anderson, G. (1998). Fundamentals of educational
research. London: Falmer Press.

Arkin, R. M. (1981). Self-Presentation Style. In J. T.
Tedeschi (Ed.), Impression Management
Theory and Social Psychological Research (pp.
311-333). New York: Academic Press.
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-685180-
9.50020-8

Baker, P. & Ellege, S. (2011). Key terms in Discourse
analysis. London: Continuum International
Publishing Group.

Bedir-khan, K. E. (1960). The Kurdish question.
Retrieved May 6, 2022, from
https://www.academia.edu/25464075/THE_K
URDISH_QUESTION

Blackmore, D. (2002). Relevance and linguistic
meaning: The semantics and pragmatics of
discourse markers. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Brown, G. & Yule, G. (1983). Discourse analysis.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Chouliaraki, L., & Fairclough, N. (1999). Discourse in
late modernity: Rethinking critical discourse
analysis. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University

Press.

Cody, M. J., & McLaughlin, M. L. (1988). Accounts
on trial: Oral arguments in traffic court. In C.
Antaki (Ed.), Analysing everyday explanation:
A casebook of methods (pp. 113-126). London:
Sage Publications.

Cojer, H. (1996). Denial of rights and self-
determination: the case of the Kurds of Iraq
[Master thesis, University of Waterloo,
Ontario, Canada]. Retrieved April 12, 2022,
from
https://uwspace.uwaterloo.ca/bitstream/handle/
10012/32/mg21541.pdf

Croker, R. A. (2009). An introduction to qualitative
research. In J. Heigham, & R. A. Croker (Eds.),
Qualitative research in applied linguistics (pp.
3-24). London: Palgrave Macmillan.

De Beaugrande, R. & Dressler, W.
Introduction to text linguistics.
Longman.

(1981).
London:

1386

Denzin, N.K. & Lincoln, Y.S. (2000). Hand book of
qualitative research (2" ed.). Thousand Oaks:
CA: Sage.

Dornyei, Z. (2007). Research methods in applied
linguistics. New York: Oxford University.

Fairclough, N. (1992). Intertextuality in critical
discourse analysis. Linguistics and Education,
4(3-4), 269-293. https://doi.org/10.1016/0898-
5898(92)90004-G

Flowerdew, J. (2008). Critical discourse analysis and
strategies of resistance. In V. K. Bahtia, J.
Flowedew & R.H. Jones (Eds.), Advances in
Discourse Studies (pp. 195-211). USA&
Canada: Routledge.

Fouad, F. (2019). Strategies of denial in Amr Moussa
and Abul Futouh presidential debate. CDELT
Occasional Papers in the Development of
English Education, 66(2), 573-593.
https://dx.doi.org/10.21608/opde.2019.126887

Foucault, M. (1972). Power/knowledge. Brighton,
UK: Harvester.

Fritz, S. R. (2019). Critical discourse analysis of
construction and denial strategies on racism:
Donald Trump’s Presidential campaign tweets
[Master thesis, University of Santiago, Chile].

Retrieved from
http://dx.doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.18236.1856
6

Gramsci, A. (1971). Selections from the prison
notebooks. London: Lawrence & Wishart.

Halliday, M. A. K. & Hasan, R. (1976). Cohesion in

English. London: Longman.

F. & Tator, C. (2002). Discourses of
domination: Racial bias in the Canadian
English-language press. Maldives: University
of Toronto Press.

Herring, S. (2004). Computer-mediated discourse
analysis: an approach to researching online
communities. in A. Barab, R. Kling, & J. H.
Gray, (Eds.). Designing for Virtual
Communities in the Service of Learning (pp.
338-376). New York: Cambridge University
Press.

Hojani, M. H. (2013). liw S5 S ol (o lides (209
ed.). Kurdistan region of Iraq, Duhok: General
Directorate of Media, Printing and Publishing.

Kim, D., 2010. A basic guide to Kurdish grammar: a
self-study reference and practice book. Hawler:
Iragi Kurdistan. Retrieved April 12, 2022, from
http://www.clik2rock.org.

MacDonald, G. Ch. (1991). The Kurds. Journal of
Political Science, 19 (1), 121-139. Retrieved

Henry,

May 16, 2022, from
https://digitalcommons.coastal.edu/jops/vol19/
iss1/9/

Magri, P. (2016). Introduction. In S. M. Torelli (Ed.),
Kurdistan: An Invisible Nation (pp. 12-

17). Italy: ISPI.
Malki, 1. (2021). A discursive examination of white
Americans’  attitudes about white-black


https://doi.org/10.31185/eduj.Vol1.Iss14.384
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-685180-9.50020-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-685180-9.50020-8
https://www.academia.edu/25464075/THE_KURDISH_QUESTION
https://www.academia.edu/25464075/THE_KURDISH_QUESTION
https://uwspace.uwaterloo.ca/bitstream/handle/10012/32/mq21541.pdf
https://uwspace.uwaterloo.ca/bitstream/handle/10012/32/mq21541.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/0898-5898(92)90004-G
https://doi.org/10.1016/0898-5898(92)90004-G
https://dx.doi.org/10.21608/opde.2019.126887
http://dx.doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.18236.18566
http://dx.doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.18236.18566
http://www.clik2rock.org/
https://digitalcommons.coastal.edu/jops/vol19/iss1/9/
https://digitalcommons.coastal.edu/jops/vol19/iss1/9/

Journal of University of Duhok.,Vol.26, No.2(Humanities and Social Sciences),P 1367-1392, 2023

interracial marriages in USA. European
Journal of Social Sciences, 3(3), 82-89.
https://doi.org/10.26417/831kvad6x

Manyuan, D. (2017). The Kurdish Issue in the Middle
East Context. Retrieved April 11, 2022, from
https://www.ciis.org.cn/english/ ESEARCHPR
OJECTS/Articles/202007/t20200715 3588.ht
ml

Muhammed, A. P. (2020). The Kurdish question: an
overview. In D. Ramano, M. Gurses, &M.M.
Gunter (Eds.), The Kurds in the Middle East:
Enduring Problems and New Dynamics (pp.
167-178). United States: Lexington Books.

Muhammed, M. M., & Flaifel, M. S. (2015). A critical
discourse analysis of the 2012 American
presidential election debates. Journal of the
College of Languages (JCL), (32), 1-26.
Retrieved  September 5, 2021, from
https://jcolang.uobaghdad.edu.ig/index.php/JC
L/article/view/143

O’Leary, A. C. (2002). The Kurds of Iraq: recent
history, future prospects. Middle East Review of
International Affairs, 6 (4), 17-29. Retrieved
May 16, 2022, from
https://ciaotest.cc.columbia.edu/olj/meria/meri
a02_olc01.html

Opengin, E., 2015. The changing status of Kurdish in
Irag and Turkey: Comparative assessment. The
Singapore Middle East Papers, 8 (3), 1-27.
Retrieved April 15, 2022, from https://fis.uni-
bamberg.de/handle/uniba/41414

Ozhan, T., & Ete, H. (2009). A new agenda for the
Kurdish question. Insight Turkey, 11(1), 97-
114. Retrieved April 18, 2022, from
http://www.jstor.org/stable/26330904

Paltridge, B. (2012). Discourse analysis: An
introduction (2" ed.). London: Bloomshury
academic.

Rahimi, A., & Sahragard, R.
Discourse  Analysis.
Publications.

Richards, J.C. Platt, J.T. & Weber, H. (1985).
Longman dictionary of applied linguistics.
Essex: Longman.

Roy, S. (2011). The Kurdish issue. Retrieved June 4,
2022, from
https://www.foreignpolicyjournal.com/2011/0
4/22/the-kurdish-issue/

Salter, P. S., Adams, G., & Perez, M. J. (2018). Racism
in the structure of everyday worlds: a cultural-
psychological perspective. Current Directions
in Psychological Science, 27(3), 150-155.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0963721417724239

Shlykov, P. (2019). Peace process, international
organizations and the “Kurdish Question”. In
A. Kulnazarova, & V. Popovski, The Palgrave
Handbook of Global Approaches to Peace (pp.
519-538). Switzerland: Springer International
Publishing.

(2007).
Tehran:

Critical
Jungle

Sauntson, H. (2020). Conflicting discourses of
‘democracy’ and ‘equality’: a discourse
analysis of the language of pro- and anti-
LGBTQ+ inclusion in the relationships and sex
education guidance for schools in England.
Trabalhos em Linguistica Aplicada, 59 (3),
1995-2016.
https://doi.org/10.1590/010318138753811120
201118

Stansfield, G. (2006). The Kurdish question in Iraq,
1914-1974. Retrieved June 4, 2022, from
https://www.gale.com/binaries/content/assets/a
u-resources-in-
product/iragessay_stansfield.pdf

Stubbs, M. (1983). Discourse analysis: The
sociolinguistic analysis of natural language.
Oxford: Basil Blackwell.

Tannen, D. (1983). Oral and literate strategies in
spoken and written discourse. In R.W. Bailey,
& R.M. Fosheim, (Eds.), Literacy for Life: The
Demand for Reading and Writing (pp. 79-95).
New York: The Modern Language Association.

Tehrani, N. J. & Yeganeh, A. S. (1999). A dictionary
of discourse analysis. Tehran: Tahnama
Publications.

Temel, D. (2021). Kurdish question in middle east.
Retrieved June 4, 2022, from
https://www.academia.edu/45111749/KURDI
SH QUESTION_ IN_MIDDLE _EAST

Torelli, M. S. (2016). Kurdistan: An invisible nation.
Italy: ISPI.

Urrutia, P., & Villellas, A. (2012). Reopening the
Kurdish question: states, communities and
proxies in a time of turmoil (NOREF Report).
Oslo, Norway: NOREF.

Van Dijk, A. T. (1990). The future of the field:
Discourse analysis in the 1990s. Text -
Interdisciplinary Journal for the Study of
Discourse, 10(1-2), 133-156.
https://doi.org/10.1515/text.1.1990.10.1-2.133

Van Dijk, A. T. (1991). Denying racism: Elite
Discourse and Racism. Paper presented at
Conferences in Coventry and Duisburg,
Amsterdam, Netherlands. Retrieved October
23, 2022, from https://discourses.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/07/Teun-A.-van-Dijk-
1993-Denying-racism-Elite-discourse-and-
racism.pdf

Van Dijk, A. T. (1992). Discourse and the denial of
racism. Discourse and Society, 3(1), 87-118.
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/095
7926592003001005

Van Dijk, A.T. (1995). Discourse analysis as ideology
analysis. In Ch. Schaffner, & A. L. Wenden
(Eds.). Language and Peace(pp.17-33).
Dartmouth: Aldershot.

Van Dijk, A. T. (1998). Ideology: A multidisciplinary
approach. United Kingdom: SAGE
Publications.

1387


https://doi.org/10.26417/831kva96x
https://www.ciis.org.cn/english/ESEARCHPROJECTS/Articles/202007/t20200715_3588.html
https://www.ciis.org.cn/english/ESEARCHPROJECTS/Articles/202007/t20200715_3588.html
https://www.ciis.org.cn/english/ESEARCHPROJECTS/Articles/202007/t20200715_3588.html
https://jcolang.uobaghdad.edu.iq/index.php/JCL/article/view/143
https://jcolang.uobaghdad.edu.iq/index.php/JCL/article/view/143
https://ciaotest.cc.columbia.edu/olj/meria/meria02_olc01.html
https://ciaotest.cc.columbia.edu/olj/meria/meria02_olc01.html
https://fis.uni-bamberg.de/handle/uniba/41414
https://fis.uni-bamberg.de/handle/uniba/41414
http://www.jstor.org/stable/26330904
https://www.foreignpolicyjournal.com/2011/04/22/the-kurdish-issue/
https://www.foreignpolicyjournal.com/2011/04/22/the-kurdish-issue/
https://doi.org/10.1177/0963721417724239
https://doi.org/10.1590/010318138753811120201118
https://doi.org/10.1590/010318138753811120201118
https://www.gale.com/binaries/content/assets/au-resources-in-product/iraqessay_stansfield.pdf
https://www.gale.com/binaries/content/assets/au-resources-in-product/iraqessay_stansfield.pdf
https://www.gale.com/binaries/content/assets/au-resources-in-product/iraqessay_stansfield.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/45111749/KURDISH_QUESTION_IN_MIDDLE_EAST
https://www.academia.edu/45111749/KURDISH_QUESTION_IN_MIDDLE_EAST
https://doi.org/10.1515/text.1.1990.10.1-2.133
https://discourses.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Teun-A.-van-Dijk-1993-Denying-racism-Elite-discourse-and-racism.pdf
https://discourses.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Teun-A.-van-Dijk-1993-Denying-racism-Elite-discourse-and-racism.pdf
https://discourses.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Teun-A.-van-Dijk-1993-Denying-racism-Elite-discourse-and-racism.pdf
https://discourses.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Teun-A.-van-Dijk-1993-Denying-racism-Elite-discourse-and-racism.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0957926592003001005
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0957926592003001005

Journal of University of Duhok.,Vol.26, No.2(Humanities and Social Sciences),P 1367-1392, 2023

Van Dijk, A. T. (2001). Multidisciplinary CDA: A plea
for diversity. In R. Wodak &M. Meyer (Eds.),
Methods of critical Discourse Analysis (pp. 95-
120). London: sage.

Van Dijk, A. T. (2008). Discourse and power. UK:
Macmillan Education.

Wodak, R. (1997). Critical discourse analysis and the
study of doctor-patient interaction. In B-L.
Gunnarsson, P. Linell, & B. Nordberg (Eds.),
The Construction of Professional Discourse
(pp. 173-200). London: Longman.

Wodak, R. (2001). The discourse- historical approach.
In R. Wodak,, & M. Meyer, Methods of
Critical Discourse Studies (pp.63-94. London:
Sage Publications.

Wodak, R. (2002). Aspects of critical discourse
analysis. Zeitschrift fur Angewandte Linguistik,

36, 5-31.
Wodak, R. & Meyer, M. (2009). critical discourse
analysis:  history, agenda, theory, and

methodology 1. In R. Wodak, & M. Meyer,
Methods of Critical Discourse Analysis (pp. 1-
33). London: Sage Publications.

Yildiz, K. (2004). The Kurds in Iraq: The past, present
and future. London: Pluto.

Zanotti, J., & Thomas, C. (2019). The Kurds in Iraq,
Turkey, Syria, and Iran. Retrieved May 16,

2022, from
https://www.everycrsreport.com/reports/IF103
50.html

ppendix

Consent form to participate in MA thesis
A Critical Discourse Analysis of the Kurdish Question in the Personal

Experience Narratives in Iraq

—ACpER

[ UNIVERSITY OF DUHOK

Dear participants,

I am a master’s student in the English Department/ College of Languages at University of Duhok. |
am conducting my master thesis on A Critical Discourse Analysis of the Kurdish Question in the
Personal Experience Narratives in Iraq under the supervision of Asst. Prof. Dr. Hallat Rajab Ebrahim
(hallat78@googlemail.com) from the English Department/ College of Languages at University of
Duhok.

Your participation in this study is entirely voluntary and | would like to record some personal

experience narratives. If you have the interest to tell your personal narratives and would be willing to
participate in my master research, we will gather at your leisure or lunch time to record them.
Some of the data | record will be anonymized, so that your name and references to places that might be
used to identify you will be removed. Confidentiality will be maintained by using a pseudonym instead
of your name when transcribing the interview. Your participation, however, will be of considerable
benefit for educational purposes.

The anonymized examples of the personal narratives will only be in this project (MA thesis), and the
data will be kept only for the length of this project and then destroyed. If you decide that you no longer
want to be part of this project, after recording your personal experience narratives of, then please let me
know.

If you are happy to participate in this project, please sign the attached consent form.
Thank you very much in advance for your help,

Donya Abdullah Ali
MA Student
Department of English
College of Languages
University of Duhok

1388


https://www.everycrsreport.com/reports/IF10350.html
https://www.everycrsreport.com/reports/IF10350.html
mailto:hallat78@googlemail.com

Journal of University of Duhok.,Vol.26, No.2(Humanities and Social Sciences),P 1367-1392, 2023

Consent form to participate in MA thesis

y:m%&.

A Critical Discourse Analysis of the Kurdish Question in the Personal

AR

Experience Narratives in Iraq
s
| UNIVERSITY OF DUHOK

oS lial) A e

LSl Luaiilt g AGil o lf Jula 6 piinlal) il ) ae ] & ulasY1 Al and /el 1/ o gas daala 6 il Al Ul
(hallat78@googlemail.com)am! ) cua 5 SOl 5 siSall ALY ol i) Caas J’J’-ﬂgﬂw/ 4l Sl A
cgan daala & QLA f4 5lasY) Aalll and (e

Jaad 3l @l 550 pu b dalias elal 1Y) Aaaddll s pall il g ) Gomn Jad o 20 5 Lilai e gla Jul jall o388 ol jLia
T el el iy S e iy L aing e ¢ uai ] Jing 8 AS Ll slaaiad o () sy

e iy g8 il Lgaladind (Say A (ST ) elan) ya s clansd A1) 255 Cany ¢ Ledansl Al L (any 3y 98 i s
o e 35S Bl uld S jliia () 5S¢ Dy LA (95 die land o Yy jlaiese aud aladiinly & pull e Blal)
- Agalal)

138 J shal dai bl Jalsia¥) st g ¢ (tisalall da 5 5laY) £ 5 il 138 8 da ) S dnad ) b 55l (e &) sanall ALY
¢ Apad ) oy jad il s Jasnd 2 ¢ g g pall 138 Ga e S 055 O 8 23 ol Gl g/ 8 13 s e o o 5 el
Al 23 o i

oSiaclien o Lo oK1 o |8

e dl ae Lo
Dftuale 4lla

iy plasy) ) and
Glall) 4

& a0 daala

1389


mailto:hallat78@googlemail.com

Journal of University of Duhok.,Vol.26, No.2(Humanities and Social Sciences),P 1367-1392, 2023

Consent form to participate in MA thesis
A Critical Discourse Analysis of the Kurdish Question in the Personal

Experience Narratives in Iraq

| UNIVERSITY OF DUHOK

1338 O syl

LG8 LS9 4 5 92 J 5 ke by sa Ll a0 5 Bt il ) o /0lla 3 1 50 58/ 303 L 3530 5 J e 5 _iale Ll 8 30
1SS0 ISl 1y smd gy Wil g s 335 J paSan o o8 i S | ladS Lig g j 4 Sl 4848 ) (5 98 LS G pAiBs
ol (ile ) el /olile )y 1 34058/ S 320 L 331 5 J (hallat78@googlemail.com)am) s ciase ) ca¥4a

3 AR Sy Jla s (ol 48 g2 s () B CSoia iy (ga Al s g J oot o 1o ol 5SaB B a5 1 lada
(5358 (54513 (S rus Ly (palid (8B o 50y 5 (5 8B e g (HaludS (33 (B 5 90 ) 40 Ul RS iy g8 gl adloaio g0 5
OrS Jlasis G S latighs eed J Ol VB (43 e

AT (50 (Gulid 43 SIS0 038 535S e Ol s e 5 B Lon S il 0 450 Jla i 0 S ol 5 Seaia
Csan o8 JA8 J oSl Ll oy J a8 30 en i (S4B Uilia SIS0 WG (il )l 4l (o2 ailiigh | (5 JLid
A oSS B Glee e 3 )5 Sadlie Al plada

ALB (53 (50 55y Lianadi L) 350 0 4lily B0 4y g sl Lals Lipal m 55 3o ¢ 0 (S (i) 5885 Lo (45 g
o 8B 3R 1)l 48 AR ialeaS i ol ;R4 U S e iy 8L Alis o0 (LBl 5 Gl s ol ISy
ASa,lwa’l
A8 s (S 4uile 5Sb g su )l Lash Ad s 35 (B (SISl 0 ol A S o i a8
258 Lo 5 Gl s

e dilae Lia

G Aula | jlSah 54
6 38 e s
Ghley 134 S

S3aa LSl

1390


mailto:hallat78@googlemail.com

Journal of University of Duhok.,Vol.26, No.2(Humanities and Social Sciences),P 1367-1392, 2023

Consent form

| agree to record my personal experience narratives in either Kurdish or Arabic for Donya Abdullah
Ali. I understand that any narrative | record will be anonymized and will be stored separately from this
document as part of the MA research carried out by Donya Abdullah Ali and supervised by Asst. Prof.
Dr. Hallat Rajab Ebrahim /Department of English / University of Duhok.

I understand that if | want to withdraw my contribution from the project at any stage, | can do so. |
also understand the procedures described above. My questions have been answered to my satisfaction,
and | agree to participate in this study.

Name of Participant

Age Gender

Signature of Participant Date: Day/month/year

1391



Journal of University of Duhok.,Vol.26, No.2(Humanities and Social Sciences),P 1367-1392, 2023

S Oyl Lle 35501 go doySIl Al gaidl plasdl Yl

doMsdl

el Sl S sl dyyacdll Silalgy B dpsyS)l Al 415 da S Blaszal I duslyall o3 Bugs
ue"‘" doos sl 4 yadl DUl H?Jlii_ﬂ lia WiBgg JLLzJ Laslyall oda b 28wl dbliuy . pyaiBlyoll
oMl @ d>gado SMylde plasee wly é.ﬁ;” Glasdl | 4] h‘,.9 o981 yxll (symllg sl ySHI (g9 5
230 g5 Al yall 03¢ SUley dugsS (i32ll S8 40 20 9 SSYI 8 (40 20) duasi s dyynd dulgy cpuma|
SO (1992) elys 418 Z3gai plusct sl @i ¢ el cg b qs OBl de Vo q.é Legi I>3ga5 dslyall
Byleseall UL le elys o8 z3ga3 Gucdad ya ol 481 HISGW Wil g paslg SISl dlad (o Zigadll oSias
Slilgy B S e dalesis YKl (iyally 31SWI) dualyall B oSy Laall pasizl  Oilaluzadl (asy e
e polll 2l8]) 51382ty ¢ yaallg . yapedly ¢ asdsdly ¢ Jadlg ddgdumall eM| a9 dasiidl pgyynd
agmeas] @gadizy oyeaBlyall 32l cpdsmezall oS ¢ SIS o KBS 030 plas s .palsallg « (dume]
Bl 1S oy gSamzall pasizaal  ell3 o uSall e cBgll jusd b &1l agygo Basg pilany] S0
g8 s> a0IS5Y (3132l w132) 3331 deganall Lle polll alaly "slira poma 118 JISiYI &3l yzul
duelazndlg duasall Lag HIOW il g M Lyl dwslyall 2d w282l .dolsJl agdgs dals] 3
dgelazndlg 4 8lEdl g dys yall agiladls e (ynllg slySHI) ¢paze gamnall MS (o oSy Liiall nazel 4 dlaallg
ISP Slensilyzanl plasczaly @gilexgloanal ] 83la

Ay yasll S @ gg Yl , d Sl dusall ¢ caidl olasdl o @l Colal)

&SSO GlaSES o 63595 Ui o1 a0y [HUsS UySady i
g3 ULLS48 5 3365 LS S, Sunny ol 15 & iz ssoed LSSl idgSad 845 Lanilayt
15535 UySaBy i o892 sl92s axdgSaB B ook .58 azas [agBlyd (ypoyde 9 3395 by S
BlylS o 1S o SaSlSal [ipwaS Uogarsd UlySabs srlSisd oBed oiSsdis pasb lawaisos
EB a0 ydS drzges (Poyee opf 209 3395 o 20) S Uggaids oyulsSad I cxSaB opuudaSy bl
BN 5,84 Laligy yay J . DaSag0yuay lailidiggas BySdBg s (lods Sdlysge ardeSd8 B rudgSad
Sy S 35y 4 lez9 pygd cutidad Hage . oluaylSy 4le (1992) Suls y8 (2 ySid lisgae
Roslanay 65 9o1ls isl3dan adla (nlils yaw J ¢ Suls g8 Llisge UySo3eslyy paladddyoes
945 oS antluaylSy oS cpmlaga (a8 liswdS Ly 35 Ugga)jds Ul ySdBs woyde g 3365 o oidgSad
9 (SWwed LSHLilob)sliastus Glaananga 3SasS yrolagSad (oopyluyas UsSioy 163
&Sa09uh o 35 vyl o gud B4 Bl ISy STy @ oy leds 08153 cpsoyae ol yaSds B 993 ddnly
obla Sose 3395 yhyauaas B BBoyay o .o3islet &F 335 dadds laeos yladas o ouylad s
Lol (Bl pmesae) g3 cxagS oSIs auliaylSy (o3 990s K yas) 5S031 30l 9S09 (oy\Skd (B3l yru
&S 105y Si8 S50 e wiJgSaB Bl Lwogyam.aigsS sady ot Sosddlges dle § 9df ylodd oS ey
J predy ey (Poyde 9 3395) oS 999 14d ctossyladias (aSsSAL gyadaigeyg o S ( swdS
S ey 33 onlfoloal o i3lal oSls 95458  Slag gadadigoyy wdS aSU Lids Ly slsaly yaw
- &8 o 45l yzan Bl 1Sy

WOSed Sids poed oS LS aasoy LS USaBiia  duydw by
NEFPTLTLIS)

1392



