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ASYMMETRY BETWEEN THE CONSTITUENT UNITS OF THE FEDERAL STATE
AND ITS IMPACT ON THE IRAQI FEDERAL MODEL

ABDULFATTAH ABDULRAZAQ MAHMOOD™* and SORAN ALI HASSAN**
*Dept. of Law, College of Law, University of Salahaddin, Kurdistan Region-Iraq
** Faculty of Law and political science and administration, University of Soran, Kurdistan Region-Iraq

ABSTRAC

The federal state is made up of a number of regional political units, each exercising
independently the powers conferred by the constitutional document establishing the federal
state. These units also participate in the exercise of federal powers. It is assumed that this
participation and the legal status of these units shall in principle be equal and similar. However,
there are various political, geographic, demographic, and sometimes even legal factors that
present asymmetries between these units. The manifestations of asymmetry between federal
units may be in their number, population size, geographical area, the strategic importance of
their location, their financial imports from natural resources, the powers conferred on them,
their participation in federal institutions and authorities, their autonomy, and their ethnic,
national, religious and linguistic composition. This study deals with the manifestations of
asymmetry in the different federal systems and the impact of each on the federal system in those
systems, as well as the study of the manifestations of asymmetry in the Iraqi federal model and
its impact on the federal system in lraq
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