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THE JOURNEY, ITS IMPLICATIONS AND DIMENSIONS IN THE SUFI PRACTICE
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Dept. of Arabic, Faculty of Education, University of Koya, Kurdistan Region-lraq
Dept. of Arabic, College of Education/Akre, University of Duhok, Kurdistan Region-lIraq

ABSTRACT

The Journey has a distinguished position in modern critical studies, due to its extensive
presence in the literary text, poetry and prose, as its presence is evident in the forefront of
classical Arabic poem, which is considered as an essential pillar in the structure of poem and its
artistic construction among critics, and it is also present in prose and its arts, within a special
literary genre known as (Journey Literature).

As for the journey in Sufism, it took a symbolic nature and a customary meaning related to
the intuitive knowledge (gustatory) and unveiling and revelation, and breaking obstacles of the
soul, and promotion in the conditions and Sufi positions, to reach the truth of knowledge in God
(Almighty) and contact with spiritual luminosities and secrets, which is what Sufism expresses in
(Devine Hadhra), which is the purpose of those who took the path of faith and those who took
the path of God (glory be to Him), and thus the journey becomes synonymous with the concept
of Sufism.

The journey for the people of the truth is of two types: the first, a physical sensual journey
(real), and it means the educational purification dimension in establishing a set of moral and
belief values in one hand, and placing the pure Sufi on the threshold of a journey from another
level, a spiritual and passionate journey on the other, among the patterns of this trip: the Hijaz
journey, Sufi tourism, the journey of seeking knowledge, the visit journey and the journey in
search for the Sheikh of the method (pole). As for the second, it is a heartfelt spiritual journey
(symbolic), and in this type the Sufis devotes himself to a mere confidential journey, during
which he rises in places that are related only to the level of depth in knowing the divine truths,
and the awareness of their secrets and lights, and the patterns of this journey: the travel of the
heart, and the spiritual elevation.

If the journey in Arabic literature - poetry and prose - has received the attention of writers
and critics, that many researches and studies have been conducted on, then the Sufism journey
is still one of the topics that only a small amount of studies and researches have been conducted
on it, and it needs more serious studies to explore its mysteries and reveal its secrets, and
recognize its concepts and terminology, hence, this study came as an attempt to illuminate some
aspects of the topic of the journey in the Sufi experience, through a reading based on the
concepts of the journey, its implications, patterns, references, and symbolic and customary
dimensions.

KEY WORDS: journey, implications, dimensions, vision, symbol, reference, Sufis experience .
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