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GENOCIDE ... READ FROM THE DEINDIVIDUATION PERSPECTIVE

SAHAM MATRASH AL- KA’BY
Center of Women Studies- University of Baghdad — Iraq

ABSTRACT

The present study deals with the precise analysis of Genocide from a psychological point of view
from Deindividuation perspective specially. Genocide is one of the collective violence or violence
directed by a group of people against another group under the influence of an exceptional
psychological condition experienced by humans under certain conditions and conditions, it terms as
Deindividuation ,There is a very wide range of examples and situations that fall under this title as
well as genocide, sectarian violence, civil war, mob violence, riots, massacres, mass massacres, riots
in sports stadiums, Abuse of prisoners and detainees by prison guards as happened at Abu Ghraib
prison in Baghdad in 2004, and the mistreatment of prisoners of war by their captors, treated the
police with demonstrators and protesters finally crimes and terrorist acts in various forms and
genres.

It should be noted that the presentation and analysis and interpretation of this phenomenon and
the way to reduce violence in it will be from the psychological point of view and from the point of
view of social psychologists exclusively and will not offer the views of sociologists who studied these
violent phenomena as the level of analysis by Sociologists differ somewhat, focusing on the social,
economic, political and historical factors that can affect the course of events in society, As for social
psychologists, the level of analysis is the individual in the context of the social situation with
emphasis on the role of Interior psychological processes.

In this study, we present the main theoretical approaches that have explained the historical
phenomenon of Genocide, which is determined by three main approaches: the classical approaches,
beginning with the theory of Cousteau-Lebon (1895), and the theory of Feistier, Peptone and
Newcomb (1952), and the contemporary approach that began with Diner (1979) and by prentice-
Den and Rogers (1981 and 1982, respectively). Finally, the most recent model is the model of social
identity of the influences of deindividuation by (Post mills and Spears) 1995.

With the advent of Internet in social life , it had to be studied the violence phenomenon that
occur in social interactions in Internet communications , so it have presented the relevant theories
and the results of the most prominent studies in this context .A number of conclusions and
recommendations have been reached.

KEYWORDS :( Genocide, Collective violence ,Psychological Perspective, Deindividuation).
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