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MULTICULTURALISM POLICY AND ITS IMPLICATIONS
IN THE KURDISTAN REGION

JEHAN AHMED ABDULLAH
Dept. of Peace and Human Rights and Studies, College of Humanities, University of Duhok,
Kurdistan Region-Iraq

ABSTRACT

Multiculturalism is a term that have a lot of meanings but most of the time it refers to
theories, policies and practices that provide recognition and support to cultural group or
minorities which haven't dominant or control in state.

Multiculturalism as policy and philosophy obtained a lot of importance after the second
world war, one of the first countries that applied this system were Australia and Canada and
now Multiculturalism is principle that is applied in all democratic countries.

Multiculturalism is need because now the countries are not closed to themselves but the
communication between cultures and societies has increased due to the revolution of
communications and transportations and their development.

Multiculturalism carries with it the conflict resolution of cultures within a single society
Hence its role in emphasizing social cohesion within a single country is highlighted. However,
multiculturalism has been directed against many criticisms, including that it leads to the
demands of cultural groups for separation, in addition to the additional costs in terms of
economics.

In the Kurdistan Region, we see that year after year the interest in this policy
increases and its application on the ground, especially in the current stage, as the region
enjoys the federalism that gives it the authority to issue laws pertaining to the region, As
there are many texts that emphasize the importance of protecting and respecting the
cultures that exist in the region, especially in the religious and linguistic aspect, this
policy is largely successful and but it also leads to a lack of social cohesion and
communication between the components because it leads to interruption of
communication so this issue must be addressed By encouraging the components to
communicate with each other in the neighboring regions through the establishment of
cultural festivals in which the members of the various components participate, and to
support social cohesion initiatives between cultures advocated by the youth in the region
in order to reach the goal of positive peace.

KEYWORDS: Culture, Multiculturalism, Ethnicity, Culture Diversity, Culture Integration, Kurdistan
Region
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